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Abstract

This research examines the concept of love from the perspective of Sheikh Ishraq in
the illustrations of "Mantiq al-tayr" by Attar Neyshaburi, created by Kamal al-Din
Behzad. The concept of love from Suhrawardi's viewpoint is unique, and due to his
rational approach to love, this theory of love differs from mystical and aesthetic
approaches. The aim of this article is to uncover and analyze the elements and
components that reflect Sheikh Ishraq's perspective on love. Additionally, this article
seeks to understand the idea that considering the centrality of reason in Suhrawardi's
view of love, which aspects of the illustrations in Kamal al-Din Behzad's "Mantiq al-
tayr" can be analyzed from this perspective. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method and a qualitative approach in data analysis, examining four
illustrations: "The Hodhod and the Birds," "Mourning for the Death of a Father, "The
Drowned Man," and "Sheikh San'an and the Christian Girl." Data was gathered
through library research. The results indicated that the relationship between the
concept of love from Suhrawardi's perspective and its reflection in the illustrations
created by Kamal al-Din Behzad appropriately demonstrates the rational approach of
Sheikh Ishraq towards love. The contrast between material and spiritual views of love
is emphasized through various symbolic elements. The tree, as one of the main
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symbols in these illustrations, represents life, which in Suhrawardi's philosophy of
love corresponds to the light and insight that facilitates union with the Divine light
and knowledge of God.

Keywords: love; intellect; Suhrawardi; Al-Tair region; Kamal Al-din Behzad.

Research background

Studies conducted in the field of Iranian painting have utilized various theoretical
foundations for analysis. A comprehensive review of research centered on paintings
from different eras shows that many studies have addressed aesthetic (Abulgasim,
2015), religious (Pourmand and Idi, 2019), conceptual critique and analysis (Rezapour
Moghadam and Harakati, 2020), and comparative studies (Khabiri, 2019). Regarding
the focus of the present study, the concept of love in painting, particularly the imagery
in "Mantiq al-tayr" by Attar, has received limited attention. The closest study related to
the current research is the article "Mantiq al-tayr by Attar Neyshaburi in the Mirror of
Iranian Painting"by Piravi-Vank and Rezai Mahvar (2012). The researchers in this
study explored the influence of Iranian mystical attitudes on aesthetics and a correct
understanding of Iranian painting identity and the identity-forming factors in the
context of Attar's "Mantiq al-Tayr." Another research in the realm of love in painting
is the article by Mirloohi and Balkhari Ghahi (2021) titled "A Study of the Contrast
between the Beginner Lover and the Ultimate Lover in the Allegory of Salim
Baghdadi's Encounter with Majnun from the Khamsa of Nezami and the Illustrated
Khamsa of 735 AH," which employs an interpretative analytical method. The
researchers state that love is one of the important themes in Persian mysticism and
literature, having broad manifestations in Iranian painting. This study compares the
differences between initial and ultimate love in Nezami's Khamsa and an illustration
from the 735 AH illustrated Khamsa in detail. In another study, Naghashi and Paydar-
Fard (2019) discuss the theme of "Love in Literature and Painting with Emphasis on
the Story of Zal and Rudabeh from the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi,” explaining the
concept of love in the illustrations of this work and stating that "love, as one of the main
concepts in Iranian painting, has brought many Iranian artists' works close together in
form and meaning." Considering the conducted reviews, the most recent studies related
to the subject of this research are as described above; thus, it seems that by elucidating
new aspects of this theoretical foundation, new dimensions of understanding the
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concept of love in Iranian illustrations can be discovered.

Research method

The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection
method is library-based, with a qualitative data analysis approach. This article studies
the issue of reason and love from the perspective of Sheikh Ishraq in the illustrations
of "Mantiq al-Tayr" by Attar Neyshaburi, created by Kamal al-Din Behzad. Among
the existing illustrations, four images have been selected for this research, with a
purposeful selection process. The selection of works was based on two specific
criteria: 1. The illustrations contain the elements and content discussed in the research
and pursue its objectives, and 2. Sufficient specifications of them are available. At
the end of the article, a table is provided to simplify the analyses conducted.

Main Discussion

Studies in the fields of philosophy, psychology, sociology, and culture have
occasionally provided profound and sometimes superficial references to the concept
of love, conceptualizing this complex phenomenon in a way that has resulted in
multiple interpretations and explanations of this concept. From a social and cultural
perspective, love is viewed as an emotion expressed towards others. However, in the
philosophical approach, the definition of love is discussed differently from what is
articulated at the social level. In Suhrawardi's view, love is a philosophical and
mystical category. In Suhrawardi's theory, love is interpreted through three elements:
"love," "beauty,” and "sorrow," all of which are products of “reason," with sorrow
and suffering being the companions of love. He considers the realization of the
ultimate goal of the path of perfection and beauty to be achievable solely through
love. Careful examination of Suhrawardi's works reveals that elements such as trees,
earth, sky, and most importantly, light, are profoundly reflected in the expression and
interpretation of love. According to the words of Sheikh Ishraq, love is pervasive and
present in all beings of the world. He considers the essence of creation to be love, and
according to scholars, humans, or the "small universe,” and "lovers,” in Quran
referred to as "Khalifatullah," carry love and the essence of the Almighty. "That is,
man is adorned with the beauty of God's majesty and beauty." In the works of
painting, humanity and its actions have always been the central and captivating issue;
however, Behzad's difference from other contemporary painters lies in his
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perspective on the depiction of humanity and its states. He portrays humans in a state
of liveliness. In other words, Behzad's view of humanity is of a special nature. This
research attempts to study Suhrawardi's thoughts on love alongside Behzad's
painting. Accordingly, these works have been analyzed based on the principles of the
foundations and aesthetics of art, such as composition, spatial design, color, and their
relationship with Sheikh Ishrag's views on love.

Conclusion

This article thoroughly examined the reflection of the concept of love from
Suhrawardi's perspective in the illustrations of "Mantiq al-tayr," a work by Kamal al-
Din Behzad. In the Holy Quran, in Surah An-Nur, verse 35, it is stated, "Allah is the
Light of the heavens and the earth,” and in Surah Al-Bagarah, verse 257, it refers to
the believers' emergence from darkness (ignorance) into light (truth), stating, "Allah
is the protector of those who believe; He brings them out of darkness into light." As
these verses indicate, whoever seeks light, reasons, and contemplates, and brings
forth faith (love), becomes immersed in the essence of God, in the light of the heavens
and the earth. According to Suhrawardi's interpretation, reason (understanding,
contemplation, and reflection as expressed in the Quran) is the source of union and
the beginning of love, which is accompanied by suffering and sorrow. The Quran's
expression essentially conveys that God (what Suhrawardi refers to as the truth, the
Light of Lights) is the light of the heavens and the earth, and whoever believes (from
Suhrawardi's perspective, loves and turns towards the truth) becomes immersed in
the divine essence or divine light. The analysis indicates that concepts such as light,
love, and material annihilation are depicted symbolically in various dimensions of
the studied illustrations.

In these illustrations, contrasting visual elements are employed to showcase the
dichotomy between reason (divine love) and ignorance (material love) as the main
themes from Suhrawardi's perspective. The depicted subjects are grounded in
tangible worldly themes, such as human love and mourning for loved ones. Each of
these subjects is accompanied by an essence of sorrow and grief, the source of which
is self-awareness, and its destination is knowledge of God. In the three discussed
illustrations, "The Drowned Man," "Sheikh San'an and the Christian Girl," and
"Mourning for the Death of a Father,” the human figures are the most significant
visual and symbolic elements representing individuals bound by and freed from the
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world, clearly indicating the concept of love from Suhrawardi's perspective.
Addressing themes such as death in the illustrations of "The Drowned Man" and
"Mourning for the Death of a Father" emphasizes the transience of the world and the
insignificance of material desires and wishes. This theme is observable through the
contrast with elements such as the tree (symbolizing longing and union with the
divine light) and the neutral expressions on the faces (indicating disinterest in
materialism). The bird is another symbol that Kamal al-Din Behzad has addressed in
these images. The caged bird in "Mourning for the Death of a Father" symbolizes the
desire and longing for the world, in stark contrast to the illustration "The Hodhod and
the Birds," where the hodhod, as a symbol of reason and wisdom, guides the other
birds towards divine love. The most frequently used visual symbol in all four
illustrations is the tree. In Iranian culture and beliefs, as well as from Sheikh Ishrag's
perspective, the tree symbolizes life and existence. The withered tree and its severed
branches in the illustrations of "Mourning for the Death of a Father" and "The
Drowned Man" refer to detachment from worldly life and the joining of the non-
material world. Ultimately, the analyses indicate that the use of all these symbols and
signs is deliberate and executed with great care, clearly aligning with the esoteric
concept intended by Suhrawardi and Attar Neyshaburi, influenced by Behzad's
mystical inclinations, shaped by Sufi and mystical movements during the Timurid
period, coinciding with the growth and elevation of the Herat school. Finally, it is
worth noting that considering the significance of painting as one of the principal and
most distinguished branches of Iranian art and a reflection of Islamic thought rooted
in wisdom and mysticism, further attention and study regarding these examples could
be valuable suggestions from this research. Discovering, studying, and analyzing
these examples may pave the way for creating original and thoughtful works with
Islamic roots, as these works can elevate the soul and spirit through transcendent and
thoughtful art, directing towards noble and valuable art, which aims to give birth to
thought, while also recalling the manifestations of Iranian art in contemporary times.
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