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Abstract

The tragedy is a type of dramatic literature from ancient Greece that was performed
on the stage, Aristotle was one of the first to talk about tragedy in his book "The
Poetic" and introduced its elements and components that play an important role in
the quality, attractiveness and superiority of tragedy. The story of Siavash in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is one of the most significant works of Persian literature,
which converges with the characteristics of tragedy in ancient Greece and
Aristotle's perspective. The need to recognize and introduce Persian literary works
as much as possible in the world led the authors of this essay to do this to further
acknowledge and introduce these outstanding works of Persian literature in terms
of their dramatic capacities (tragedy and its characteristics), so as not to not only to
show the sameness of valuable and great works of Persian literature but also to bring
to the fore the ability and competence of famous Iranian writers more and more;
Therefore, the current research was carried out to explain the structural similarities
and differences of Siavash's tragedy from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Hippolytus'

*Corresponding Author's E-mail: Ghaderi0052@yahoo.com


https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-76288-fa.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-02 ]

g . Comparative Analysis of the ... Shirin Ghaderi et al.

R

tragedy by Euripides using a descriptive-analytical method and has shown this
convergence. The research findings show the two works' alignment in the important
elements of tragedy with a slight difference in the way of showing destiny and
catharsis, which is caused by the difference in their literary type.

Keywords: Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Siavash story, Euripides’ Hippolytus,
Aristotelian tragedy, narrative structure.

Introduction

Tragedy is a type of dramatic literature from ancient Greece that was performed on
stage. The civilized Greek peoples chose the most artistic way to display, preserve,
and transmit their customs and traditions; as in the ceremony of sacrificing a goat to
the god of fertility and agriculture, they performed hymns called the Goat Song in
chorus (Ebrahimi, 2009, p. 136). These customs gradually evolved further and Greek
playwrights added actors to this singing ceremony, and thus, tragedy got its final
form. Although the main focus of these plays moved to Rome with the decline of
classical Greek culture in the early Christian era, Greek and Roman tragedies gave
way in the Middle Ages to religious laments and mentions in the depiction of the
sufferings of Christ and the saints. With the beginning of the Renaissance, attention
was again focused on Greece and Rome, and classical tragedy was gradually revived,
and the ground was prepared for the progress and flourishing of tragedy in this new
period (Leach, 2011, p. 150).

The performance and dramatic style of tragedy on stage greatly impacted
audiences which had a much greater and deeper effect on the eyes and ears of the
audience than the epic narrative style. Aristotle was the first scholar to provide a
complete definition of tragedy in Poetics and put tragedy before other types of poetry.
In Aristotle's view, tragedy was important because of its great impact and its spiritual
purification. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh contains stories with the characteristics of Greek
tragedies and in line with Aristotle's views on tragedy in Poetics, aiming to show this
alignment that shows the ancient mythological and cultural commonalities of the
peoples of Iran and ancient Greece. the present study is conducted as a comparative
analysis of Siavash's stories from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Euripides' Hippolytus,
using a descriptive-analytical method.
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Discussion

Following the increase in cultural exchanges, the value and importance of studies in
the field of literature of different countries of the world and the comparison of their
similarities and differences have become inevitable, and this has led to the emergence
of comparative literature, which is one of the most important literary sectors with two
fundamental approaches, consistent with the two French methods or "research of
influence™ and the American method or "parallel research” (Remarque, 1986, pp. 2-
3). Since in the study of ancient texts, the root (real links) between authors and works
Is sometimes not clearly defined and accessible, and citing a document to confirm the
"research of influence” is difficult, this research compares the similarities and
differences based on (parallel research), meaning that authors and their works in
different periods, situations, and places can be the subject of parallel comparative
research. Iran and ancient Greece have ancient and great ancient cultural civilizations.
Studying their cultural and literary exchanges based on comparing the works of
writers and poets of the two countries is very revealing. Ferdowsi and Euripides are
considered suitable options for this comparative research, having a distinguished
position in Iranian and Greek literature.

Research Methodology

The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on Aristotle's
views in the Poetics on tragedy, compares the most important main and secondary
elements of tragedy (the hero and his characteristics: race, will, and hamartia), the
theme myth (recognition, transformation and painful event), fatalism, tragic error and
catharsis, some of which are main and some are secondary, which we will examine
and compare in the two tragedies "Siavash" by Ferdowsi and "Hippolytus" by
Euripides.

Research Findings
The findings of the present study are the similarity and alignment between the two
Iranian examples (the story of Siavash) and Greek (Hippolytus), similarity and
alignment were seen in most cases; as:

1. Both works are based on the Aristotelian plot (theme myth) which is one of the
strongest elements of the success and attractiveness of tragedy and includes
(recognition, transformation, and painful events), as recognition is achieved through
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external signs and transformation in them, and the heroes' results in death.

2. The hero in both works is of a race, has willpower, kinship ties, hamartia (flaw),
etc.

3. In both works, there is a tragic sin and a mistake that causes the development of
the tragedy and the hero's fall; in addition to the hero, those around him also commit
that sin.

4. The effect of fate and belief in fate is present in both works with a slight
difference. As in the story of Siavash, the Lord is the ruler of human destiny and fate,
and Ferdowsi shows this belief in fate in various ways, such as indirect expression at
the beginning of the story, prophecy, and through sleep and dreams; but in the tragedy
of Hippolytus, numerous gods determine the hero's fate.

5. Catharsis, which, according to Aristotle, is the most important effect of tragedy
on the audience and goal of tragedy, is present in both works; as in the tragedy of
Hippolytus, dramatic tools, choruses, stage, masks, etc. are used to have a greater
impact on the audience; but in Siavash's story, due to its non-dramatic nature,
descriptions of scenes, effective dialogues, and advice are used to have a greater
impact and create catharsis.

Conclusion

The results of the present study show the alignment and compatibility of the two
works mentioned in most cases, which indicates the common cultural roots and
origins of ancient myths common to Iran and ancient Greece.
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