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Abstract

The study of thematic similarities and influence of authors on each other is necessary
because it helps us to understand their works much better. This paper, through the
prism of comparative folklore, deals with thematic similarities between a poem from
Sa’di and a story from Boccaccio, and aims to investigate the thematic similarity
between Sa’di’s The Arab Horse and Boccaccio’s The Falcon of Federigo as
examples of similarity or influence studies. It also attempts to analyze if this can be
regarded as an example of “International Tales” or whether they have a common
source. Because of the historical-geographical closeness and the nexus of
transmission (such as the Crusades, medieval Spain, or trade with the Levantine
countries) Sa’di’s The Arab Horse”and Boccaccio’s The Falcon of Federigo, unlike
thematic similarities, can be regarded as an example of influence studies. Also, it
cannot be considered a kind of direct adaptation. In addition, Boccaccio’s familiarity
with Sa’di’s poem, and even Ufi’s anecdote, is impossible. The two stories, possibly,
are two different narratives of a “tale type” because they share great similarities in
themes and the order of the events, so they may have one common source. In all
possibilities, an original Arab oral or written narrative of the story went to Europe by
Crusaders or through the Latin, as a lingua franca, and finally influenced Boccaccio.

Keywords: Thematic similarities; Sa’di; Boccaccio; international tales;
comparative folklore.
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Introduction

This study examines the thematic similarity between the poem The Arabic Horse
by Saadi Shirazi and the short story The Falcon of Federigo by the Giovanni
Boccaccio. The Arabic Horse is taken from Saadi’s Bostan, a collection of verse
stories and The Falcon of Federigo is taken from Boccaccio’s Decameron, a
collection of prose stories. The title of the book, Decameron, is a Latin word
meaning "ten days" or "for ten days". As it is known from the preface of the book,
this work has ten chapters and each chapter has ten stories, which includes a total
of one hundred short and long prose stories. In addition, seven noble ladies and
three young men lived in the palace of one of the nobles in the city of Florence for
ten days during the outbreak of the deadly plague in 1348 AD - which is also
known as the "Black Death". They passed the time and had fun together, agreeing
that each person tells a story to the crowd every day. At the suggestion of one of
the noble ladies, Pampina, they chose topics for the coming days so that the
stories of each day revolve around one theme and provide opportunities for the
expansion of the audience's mind. Most likely, Boccaccio wrote this book in the
years between 1349 AD and 1352 AD which gave the final form to Decameron.
In Decameron, there is a remarkable diversity of subjects. The plot of the stories
is very diverse; from tragic and comic to witty, humorous, sarcastic, etc. The
human society of the 14th century Italy rises in front of the reader's eyes like an
expressive and moving image, from the lowest classes to the highest classes. The
upper and lower classes of society, from the bourgeoisie to the lords of the church,
from the proletariat to the lords of power, have a clear presence.

Research Method

Concerning comparative literature or folklore, in general, the sheer similarity in
theme between two or more poems or stories cannot be regarded as an example of
thematic or influence studies. Therefore, these studies must be done cautiously
and patiently. According to comparative literature or folklore, the comparatist
should pay attention to the following items: historical-geographical closeness,
nexus of transmission, thematic similarities, and tale type. If there is historical-
geographical closeness and nexus of transmission, it can be regarded as an
example of influence studies, otherwise it is mere coincidence. According to Jon
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Harold Brunvand’s theory in comparative studies, if the similarities between two
stories are many, and multiple in details, and in addition to external similarities in
the order and sequence of the story, maybe those two stories can be considered as
two narratives of the same type of story. Then, there are three possibilities: a) both
stories are branched from the same origin, b) one of them is based on the other,
and c) one of them is a borrowed form of another that has spread from one culture
to another.

Discussion

There have always been thematic similarities between different literatures of the
world. Persian literature is no exception to this rule, and since ancient times, it has
interacted with other national literatures, directly and indirectly, and in these
relationships, it has sometimes influenced them and sometimes has been
influenced by them. Therefore, the existence of thematic similarities between
Persian and Western works, here Italian literature, is not surprising. But how did
oriental-Iranian literature find its way to Italian literature and contribute to the
complete formation of some works? The geographic location of Italy and the
political disorder mentioned above prevented Italian culture from direct
confrontation with the culture of distant nations, but the translated works and later
the emergence of new economic centers that enabled wider communication played
a significant role.

Conclusion

According to what was mentioned in the theoretical framework, since the
historical-geographical closeness and nexus of transmission are almost clear, and
there are many similarities in details, in terms of meaning, order and sequence of
the two stories, it can be regarded as an example of influence studies. Also,
according to Jon Harold Brunvand’s theory, two stories may be considered as two
narratives of the same kind of story, and both stories are branched from the same
origin. In one possibility, perhaps the oral narrative of the Arabic origin of this
story reached Europe through the crusaders or even Islamic Spain during the eight
centuries of Umayyad presence in Andalusia, and Boccaccio was influenced by it.
Interesting to say that after the emergence of Islam in the first century AH (7th

131



https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-75474-en.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-15 ]

C
R

Thematic Similarity or ... Mostafa Hosseini
L

AD) and following the cultural interaction between the Islamic world and
Christian Europe, stories were a vital part of intellectual goods that traveled from
East to West. In another possibility, perhaps the Arabic translation of this
narration in the 11th and 12th centuries AD reached Europe during the Crusades,
was translated into Latin, and in this way it has entered other European languages.
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