[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-31 ]

Literature Research Quarterly
Vol. 12, No. 3,
Fall 2024
pp. 95-126
Original Article

Analyzing the Possibilities of Film Adaptation in the Novel
"Fardkan" by Youssef Zeidan based on the Model of Syed Field's
Three Acts and Cinematic Form

Ali Akbar Mohammadi®*, Samira Ostvari?

1. Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran
2. M.A. in Persian Language & Literature, Dept. of Persian Language & Literature,Vali-e-Asr
University of Rafsanjan, Iran

Received date: 22.05.2024 Accepted date: 19.09.2024

Abstract

The examination of the cinematic capacities of literary works has been seriously
considered by researchers for nearly a decade. The novel bears a striking resemblance
to the screenplay, and most cinematic adaptations are based on novels. Youssef
Zeidan is among the writers whose novels exhibit many visual capabilities for
adaptation in cinema. In the present study, an attempt has been made to analyze the
text of the story Fardkan: Sheikh in Prison using a descriptive-analytical method and
an interdisciplinary approach, focusing on the three-act structure of Syd Field and
cinematic form. Our goal in this research is to explore the structure and content of the
mentioned novel and to demonstrate its adaptation aspects from various angles. The
results of this research indicate that this novel, due to its cinematic structure, attention
to detail, scene setting, and dramatic dialogues, as well as its sequencing capabilities,
possesses ample potential for cinematic adaptation and screenplay writing.
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Introduction:

Cinema has always benefited from other sciences for its development and evolution.
If it is said that cinema is a transcultural and interdisciplinary phenomenon, the
connection between literature and cinema requires extensive knowledge and the use
of many shared foundations from other linguistic, literary, and artistic disciplines,
because "among the arts that cinema has used for its evolution, literature has had a
profound impact on its advancement (Razavi, 2008, p. 83). There are many works in
the literature of nations that, despite having attractive narrative elements, possess
numerous performative aspects.

Research Question
This research seeks to answer the following question:
What are the cinematic characteristics in the novel Fardkan: Sheikh in Prison?

Background of the Research

Extensive research has been conducted on cinematic adaptation from literature in
world literature, but no research has yet been done on this valuable work by a
renowned global writer centered on a great Iranian scholar. The only recent research
is the master's thesis by Rabani Rad (2022) which is unrelated to the methods and
objectives of this article's research.

Research Goals and Methodology

Written by Youssef Zeidan from the perspective of cinematic capacities in order to
establish a relationship between the hidden and apparent layers of meanings of the
texts and their performative capacities.

Discussion and Analysis
Linda Hachen believes that different media have a different and contrasting
perspective with elements such as the angle of view, inner and outer frames, and the
implicit connotations and indications of uncertainty and ambiguity of metaphor and
symbol of presence, absence, and silence (Quoted from Ghandeharion and
Anushirvani, 2010, p. 18).
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According to the three-act structure of Syd Field, the research process will address
the cinematic form of the novel (types of shots and types of camera movements).

Structural Model of Screenwriting by Syd Field

According to Syd Field's model, every screenplay consists of three acts, each act
expresses a part of the screenplay's story and plays a role in the progression of the
narrative.

In the first act, the screenwriter has approximately thirty pages to establish the
story, characters, dramatic premise, and dramatic Situation. The second act, or
confrontation, is about sixty pages long, covering pages 30 to 90 of the screenplay
and is intertwined with the dramatic core known as "confrontation.” (Field, 1999, p.
13). The third act is dedicated to resolving the crisis. In other words, at the end of the
drama, we reach a conclusion and final resolution (Ghadari, 2001, p. 30). At the end
of the novel, we face a resolution.

The narrative form of the novel includes plot, conflict, struggle, suspense, and
resolution. The cinematic form of the novel includes sequencing, shots (long shot,
medium shot, close-up or extreme close-up, very long shot, panoramic shot, tilt or
rotating shot, crane, traveling), and also lighting.

Conclusion

This novel, with its very dramatic and objective characters, can easily and without the
slightest changes be transformed into a screenplay. The setting and staging in the
examined novel are artistically depicted, and Youssef Zeidan, with his precise
descriptions, fully specifies all the necessary elements of the scene in the film. The
expression of events in the novel is also entirely visual. In terms of narrative form, the
examined novel has a three-act structure according to Syd Field's view, as it has a single
active hero and a linear timeline. The ending of the screenplay is closed, and in the end,
the reader receives answers to their questions, leaving no questions remaining.

In terms of cinematic form in the mentioned novel, the presence of very close
shots, especially to show facial expressions and emotions, very long shots, and
medium shots that are in the form of two-person dialogues, which are considered the
main imagery, can be noted.
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7. Midium shot
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10. Wide Angle
11. Tilt
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