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Abstract

Behrouz Buchani, an Iranian Kurdish refugee, is one of the contemporary writers
whose literary work is focused on portraying human crises arising from migration
to the Western world and facing the inverted reality that is incompatible with his
idea of the destination world as a utopia and appearing in the form of a ruined city.
The novel No Friend But the Mountains, which is the outcome of the tragedy of the
death of the imaginations of the immigrant people in achieving utopia and the
destruction of the dream built from the idea of Westernism as a safe haven in
escaping the political-social insecurities of the motherland, is a realistic account of
the destruction of people's lives that their fate in the vortex of rejection and
antagonism in the destination society leads to prison and violation of human rights
and dignity and alienation and hegemony of the kyriarchal system in order to cast a
shadow on the prisoner's will. Due to the fact that so far no independent research
has investigated the consequences of the migration of diasporic and immigrant
populations in the novel No Friend But the Mountains, the author intends to
investigate this phenomenon in this novel. The fundamental issue of the current
research is that the consequences of the migration of the immigrant and diasporic
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populations, how and in what forms are they expressed in this novel and with what
concepts are they linked? In order to investigate this issue, the author has used the
descriptive-analytical method based on the sociological investigation of the
consequences and crises arising from immigration in this novel. Being locked up in
prison and living in a heterotopic and dystopian environment, depression and
committing suicide, and apathy in the kyriaarchal system are among the most
frequent outcomes of the migration of diaspora and immigrant groups in the novel
No Friend But the Mountains which, with a comprehensive historical-political
approach, is the narrator of a painful suffering arising from the transformation of
utopia into dystopia and the condemnation to live in a prison surrounded by
heterotopia in the process of turning the immigrant into a subject under the
subjugation of the kyriarchal system.

Keywords: Political literature, Immigration, Prison, Heterotopia, Dystopia,
Dehumanization, Suicide, Kyriarchal, No friend but the mountains

Extended abstract

Introduction

Beyond our idealistic idea of the western world as a utopia and a land of dreams,
lies a reality arising from the dialectical duality of the ideal attitude towards the
destination world as a platform for the achievement of ideals and the emergence of
the western society in the form of a mirage and a bubble which leads the worldview
of the immigrant man in search of utopia to the purgatory of bipolar thinking
derived from the ideal vision of the former and the anti-utopian reality of the latter.
Such a situation is the result of the survival of the dreams of the immigrant man
behind the iron walls of a society that considers migration to the body of its
geographical borders in the political redefinition as a crisis, and rejects and exile a
substitute for acceptance of diasporic and nomadic communities. On the other hand,
facing the painful truth of rejection and non-acceptance and being ranked as a
valueless other in the hierarchy of social status in the destination society, more than
ever, removes the mask from the hidden layers of the western utopia and drives the
thought of the migrant lost in the labyrinth of alienation and displacement to the
corner of the unconscious hiding places staring at the unfulfilled and broken dream
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on the rock of the existing reality and the psychological crisis originating from the
deep distance with the desired dream.

In the current century, the unbroken cycle of people migrating from the East to
the West to escape from war and political-economic crises and finding a safe haven
in the shadow of the utopia of the first world governments, which is the result of the
duality of capital accumulation and the security in the West and the heaping up of
the debris of calamity and poverty in the East, has followed the emergence of the
Western world as a dream and ideal organism in the vision of the people of the East
resulting in a flood of massive migrations to the industrialized countries. On the
other hand, the lack of in-depth thinking in the analysis of the invisible layers of the
migration path and the hidden nowhere of the destination world, and the
institutionalization of the culture of xenophobia and antagonism in the western
vision as a mechanism for rejecting immigrant communities in the review of the
choice of the destination world, has led to the two-way action of the riskiness of the
immigrant communities in entering the destination society and the inhibiting
reaction of the destination utopia in the rejection of the immigrant groups. Such an
idea in the collective unconscious of western societies in the attitude towards
immigrant communities as disturbers of the social order of utopia and people who
lack the ability to live in the socio-political body of modern society, has led to the
implementation of the strategy of deportation and repatriation of immigrants to the
countries of origin and sometimes, exile to secondary places under the control of the
destination country in order to prevent the increase in the migration process and
subsequently the formation of other spaces and different places such as prisons and
exiles and disturbed marginal environments.

Behrouz Buchani, an Iranian Kurdish refugee, who gave up the hairs of the
branches of the old oak trees of his motherland and surrendered his fate to the
turbulent waves of the ocean in order to obtain a utopia that would calm his spiritual
turmoil in his arms, is one of the immigrants whose rosy dream in reaching a safe
place and a desirable land, in the foggy dust of exile to another and remote land and
being confined in the framework of the prison turned into a mirage of despair and
mental confusion and stress on oneself. Living in the incongruous exile of Manus
Island and a hellish prison devoid of freedom and human standards, which conjures
up black holes of torment and hatred in the dark house of the mind, it was a swamp
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of death and stench and impotent stagnation of moments mixed with crisis and
anxiety in the vortex of the reverse hands of the clock of destruction, which rooted
the seed of sadness in Buchani's heart, soul and thought; because dealing with
violence and psychological and physical crises caused by being confined in prison
and observing the miserable situation of the immigrant and exiled people without
benefiting from freedom and human dignity, has a deep impact on his artistic
feelings, such a situation turned his literary painting into a full-view mirror of the
principles of the school of realism in representing the sufferings of the imprisoned
people in the nightmarish cage of Manus Island and under the domination of the
Kyriarchal system.

Considering the special manifestation of the consequences of the migration of
diaspora and immigrant populations in the novel No Friend But the Mountain and
also due to the fact that so far no independent research has investigated this
phenomenon in this novel, the present study intends to conduct a sociological
analysis of imprisonment and confinement as the most prominent consequences of
the migration of diaspora and immigrant populations in this novel and to answer the
following questions:

1. What factors have caused the emergence and representation of the
consequences of migration of diasporic and immigrant populations in the novel No
Friend But the Mountain?

2. What are the consequences of the migration of diasporic and migrant
populations in the novel No Friend But the Mountain and in what forms and images
does it appear?

The hypothesis of the research is as follows: 1. The critical conditions of Manus
prison and the realistic approach of Behrouz Buchani in representing the existing
reality, has played a fundamental role in the emergence of the consequences of
migration of diasporic and migrant populations and the depiction of the prison
environment and human crises arising from captivity and exile in the novel No
Friend But the Mountain. 2. The duality of the existing reality and the desired
utopia in the destination, imprisonment, living in a heterotopic and dystopian space,
dehumanization, stress on oneself and committing suicide, and being subjected to
the domination and hegemony of the Kyriarchal system are among the most
common consequences of migration in the novel No Friend But the Mountain.
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2. Methodology

In the present study, the author will analyze the prison and the crises arising from it
as the most prominent consequences of the migration of immigrant and diasporic
communities in the novel No Friend But the Mountain, using a descriptive-
analytical method. For this purpose, parts of the novel that focus on confinement
and prison and the crises arising from it have been processed and analyzed (The
time period examined in the novel includes the years 2013 to 2017, which includes
the years of Buchani's captivity in Manus prison and the period of writing the
novel) and by applying the theories of theorists such as Michel Foucault, Caroline
Vander, Elizabeth Schossler Fiorenza, Haslam, Harris, Louise VVon Frantz, Aaron
Beck, Edwin Shneidman will annalyze the prison and the crises arising from it as
the most prominent consequences of the migration of immigrant and diasporic
communities through a conceptual and theoretical definition in a theoretical
framework. After that, referring to the text of the novel No Friend But the Mountain
and presenting concrete examples, the analysis will focus on the various
consequences of migration of immigrant and diasporic groups, such as being
imprisoned and living in a heterotopic and dystopian environment, dehumanization,
stress on oneself and isolation, committing suicide, and being subjected to the
domination of the Kyriarchal system.

3. Conclusion
The novel No Friend But the Mountain portrays the painful reality of the life of
refugees whose destiny in search of utopia and the land of dreams leads to being
imprisoned in a ruined city surrounded by destruction and confusion and a prison
made of endless mental suffering wihch presents a realistic and all-embracing look
at the migration crisis from behind its hidden and silent layers to the audience.
Deporting and imprisoning asylum seekers in the heterotopian environment of
Manus Island, was the result of the anti-immigration policy of the Australian
government and the rejection of other foreigners outside the geographical borders of
this land as a deterrent to the concentration of diasporic and immigrant communities
on the shores of this country and the projection of the immigration crisis into the
lands of far away as another place outside the geographical orbit of the destination
utopia.
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The transformation of the space of Manus prison into a dystopia made of a mass
of stench was the result of the strategy of Australian politicians in viewing the
prison as a mechanism for creating a continuous cycle of mental suffering in the
course of its redefinition in the form of an anti-utopian city emerging from the
swamp of a habitat buried in waste. As a part of the process of depriving the
imprisoned asylum seeker of human dignity and forcing him to become a subject
lacking social respect as another ranked in the outgroup circuit.

The output of anti-otherism and xenophobia institutionalized in the collective
memory of the western society in the attitude towards the eastern man in the process
of bipolarization of identity based on self and the other, was misogyny and
inferiority of the imprisoned refugee as another alien and inferior being.
Subsequently, dehumanization in the process of depersonalization and
instrumentalization of the prisoner as a tool lacking distinguishing features related
to human nature, that in the process of mechanical dehumanization in the stage of
identity revision based on the stereotype of prejudice towards the personality of the
eastern refugee, it led to personality dissociation and alienation.

The output of the strategy of the Australian authorities of Manus prison in
theorizing the foundations of the Kyriarchal system based on the institutionalization
of pyramidal suffering and systematic torment in the lower layers of the social
structure, was advancing the policy of increasing psychological pressure and
pushing the imprisoned asylum seekers towards the slope of spiritual degeneration
through the use of the technique of creating tension, conflict and psychological
destruction as a tool for the collapse of convergence and internalization of social
relations based on detachment and individualism. The results suggested the upward
trend of depression and alienation and stress on oneself, turning into a being
alienated and getting caught in the inevitability of surrendering, and obeying the
Kyriarchal system and returning to the land of origin.

The thought of the imprisoned asylum seekers committing self-destruction and
self-immolation, originated from the suicidal mind suffering from masochistic
rumination in the process of transforming the erosive impotence of time into
despondency mixed with despair from the way out of the cage of imprisonment and
exile, as well as the depression stemming from the disappearance of the dream
utopia in the foggy swamp of the prison dystopia and the disappearance of the
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unbreakable static border in Manus due to the blockage of the opening led to the
collapse and drowning in the abyss of meaninglessness and absurdity and as a
result, isolation and alienation and internalization of hatred towards the concept of
existence and getting caught in the trap of self-questioning and non-stop self-
questioning and self-investigation arising from mental rumination. All in all, these
resorted to suicide as a way to get rid of conflict and psychological pain, and
preference of non-existence to existence in the dialectical conflict of being and not
being.
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