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A Sociological Analysis of Realist-Critical Anti-Imperialist
Approach in the Poetic Thoughts of Mohammad Rasoul Havar

Esmaeil Barwasi 1

1. Introduction

The growing trend of expansionism and colonialism policy in the 19" century and
the domination over the destiny of Eastern and African nations in order to secure
the economic interests of Western companies, led to the emergence of imperialist
domination systems in the 20" century and the expansion of the scope of
colonialism and looting of other lands outside the borders of the Westem
hegemonic states. Atthe top of the pyramid of sucha process, there were capitalist
systems that depended on the colonization of the unknown and unconquered lands
of Africa and the Middle East for the survival of economic life and, as a result,
the continuation of their political domination. They started occupying these lands
with the use of military force, and directly or through agents and local
governments, controlling the local residents and securing their financial interests
in the protected and occupied areas. The extent of imperialism's influence in other
countries, rather than being limited to physical-military domination, was
dependent on a wide political propaganda system that, by promoting the necessity
of spreading democracy in the world, tried to homogenize culture and merge in
native cultures into Western culture and draw a geographical-political map in
which the Middle East and most of the oil-rich and wealthy regions are placed
under the umbrella of the capitalist system, barriering the influence of the
socialist-Marxist ideology.
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Kurdistan region of Irag, with rich oil and energy resources and a strategic
geopolitical position, was the beating heart and vital artery in political-economic
relations, and its control meant domination over a large part of Irag's oil resources
and access to most strategic areas. Such a situation was the basis for the attempt
to seize the Kurdistan region as a part of the Iraqi territory by the imperialist
countries, including England, and control it through their representative central
government. In this regard, the imperialist regimes brought up regional
agreementsand ignited the war in Irag under the pretext of defending freedom and
democracy and violated the fundamental standards of human rights in
disregarding the fate of civilian people. Also, they remained silent in the face of
killings and the genocides of the Kurdish people and had an unconditional support
of the puppet central government in suppressing the liberation movements and
uprisings in order to preserve interests and obtain more financial and economic
resources. The attempt to destroy the native identity and the spread of abnormality
and moral degeneration played a major role in ruining the political future of the
Kurdistan people, and by revealing the false structure of the capitalist system in
interaction with the subordinate and colonized people, they sowed the seeds of
anti-imperialist thinking in the collective unconscious of the Kurdish people.

Mohammad Rasoul Havar, an Iragi Kurdish poet, was a contemporary of the
long period of the Iragi fascist regime's control over the Kurdistan region and the
implementation of the political scenarios of the imperialist governments in the
Kurdish region in line with the advancement of long-term political-economic
strategic plans. He played a major role in the fate of the Kurdish people in the
equations of power sharing and indifference to their political future in the new
Middle Eastpolitical perspective and indifference and silence against the violation
of their rights under the boot of the totalitarian and authoritarian government of
Irag. He was a witness to a period in which humanity and the freedom of man and
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the independence of the territories, in the slaughterhouse of utilitarianism and
Machiavellian politics, became a victim of the goals and desires of the colonialists
and the capitalist system. Living in such an environment rooted the elements of
the anti-imperialist attitude in the poet's soul and thought and left a deep impact
on his poetic emotion and made his poems a full-view mirror of the principles of
the school of critical realism and revolutionary dialectics in confronting the
colonialists and criticism of imperialist-capitalist thinking.

Considering the specific manifestation of the anti-imperialist approach in
Havar's poems and also due to the fact that so far no independent research has
investigated this phenomenon in his poems, the present study intends to conduct
a sociological analysis of this phenomenon in Havar's poems to answer the
following questions:

1. What factors have formed the basis of Havar's tendency towards anti-
imperialist thought?

2. What are the manifestations of Havar's anti-imperialist attitude and the
underlying factors and in what forms and images do they appear?

The hypothesis of the researchis as follows: 1. The political conditions and the
dominance of imperialist systems on the eastern lands and the poet's realistic
approach in representing the political reality played a fundamental role in the
appearance of the anti-imperialist-capitalist approachin Havar’s poems. 2. What
caused the poet's inclination towards anti-imperialist thought was inflaming the
fire of war and commercial attitude towards the destiny of colonized nations,
deprivation of the colonized and pure attention to the interests of the system of
domination and capitalism, trade and the spread of narcotics in the colonized
lands, the falsehood of imperialism's propaganda about human rights, the silence
of imperialism against the killing of people and their role in ruining the fate of the
Kurds and the appointment of colonial-imperialist governments to secure
political-economic benefits in Kurdistan, as background factors.
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2. Research background

Due to the rarity of Kurdish language and literature studies in academic circles,
until now, no detailed scientific studies have been done on some Kurdish poets
such as Mohammad Rasoul Havar .The only research done about Havar's poems
and thoughts is a book titled Manuscriptsand Memories (2007) by Sadiq Saleh,
which includes three parts: "Memories”, "The Pin of an Outlaw Darvish" and
"Along with Tawfigq Wahbi", in which the researcher has made an effort to collect
Havar's memories and notes, his thoughts and social-political attitudes, and the
points of view he expressed about the thoughts and scientific works of Tawfik
Wahbi.

The distinction and novelty of the present researchis that no study has been
conducted regarding the investigation of the underlying factors of the anti-
imperialist approach in the poems of Mohammad Rasul Havar and no research
with a sociological approach and theories has investigated the anti-imperialist
attitude in Havar's poems. This has called the author to sociologically examine the
anti-imperialist approach in Havar's poems.

3 .Methodology

In this essay, the author will investigate the underlying factors of the anti-
imperialist approach in Havar's poems with descriptive-analytical method. For
this purpose, the poems that focus on the anti-imperialist attitude and the
phenomena and factors of its emergence have been processed and analyzed
(Among Havar's poems, the main emphasis and reliance is on the poems collected
by Osman Dashti and Sadiq Saleh and known as the main source in the analysis
of the poet's poems) and by applying the theories of of such people as Mommsen,
Magdoff, Brickmont, Kidron, Barnes, etc. related to imperialism, it will analyze
the manifestations of the factors of the emergence of anti-imperialist attitude
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through conceptual and theoretical definition in a theoretical framework. On the
other hand, with inspiration from the principles of Eastern European or Slavic
school of comparative literature, the underlying factors of the anti-imperialist
approach in the poet's poems will be analyzed. The reason for applying the views
of the Eastern European school in this research is the scientific and logical
relevance of the theories of this school with the issue of colonialism and
imperialism as a political, social and economic phenomenon because the theorists
and experts of the Eastern European school think that literary subjects and
phenomena are born from socio-economic and political issues, and from this
approach, they consider the explanation and analysis of literary text to be tied to
the analysis of socio-political phenomena.

4. Discussion

In the background of the anti-imperialist attitude of Mohammad Rasoul Havar,
there are fundamental factors that have led the poet to ananti-imperialist-capitalist
and anti-colonialist approach based on realist critical action and standing against
the hegemony of the Western capitalist system. This comes from the fact that the
world we live in, on the one hand, is based on the dialectical relationship and
duality between objects, and on the other hand, an infinite set of cause and effect
relationships. The anti-colonial and anti-imperialist situation in the occupied and
colonized countries also follows the law of cause and effect; because the
emergence of a hostile attitude against colonialism and imperialism in these lands
is the result of the underlying conditions of the anti-imperialist-capitalist
approach, which plays a direct and key role in the opposition and dialectical
interaction with the capitalist system as the pole of domination and colonization
of lands. The most obvious factors underlying the anti-imperialist approach in
Havar's poems are: 1. Imperialist warmongering and business attitude towards
colonized nations, 2. Deprivation of the colonized people and pure attention to
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imperialist-capitalist interests, 3. Trade and prevalence of narcotics in colonial
lands, 4. Determining the puppet governments in the colonies to secure the
interests of the imperialist governments, 5. The falsity of imperialism's claims and
propaganda about human rights, and 6. The silence of imperialism against the
slaughter of the Kurdish people and their role in ruining the fate of the Kurds in
cooperation with the fascist regimes.

5. Results

According to the analysis of the structure of meanings in Havar's poems, it can be
seenthat the poet was influenced by the ideas of critical-revolutionary realism and
in fact, it was one of his sources of inspiration. The poet's in-depth insight into
realist principles and familiarity with the approaches of this school has given more
depth to his poems in representing the anti-imperialist-capitalist approach and the
factors that tend to it.

The realist-revolutionary point of view and Hawar's commitment in dealing
with contemporary socio-political issues have caused the representation of
political-economic crises arising from colonialism and the development policy of
imperialist governments. On the other hand, the drowning of the land of Havar in
the darkness of colonialism and subjugation cast a shadow of blackness and
destruction on his poetic world and made it drowned in darkness and sadness and
pushed the content of his poems towards the representation of colonialism and the
hegemony of imperialism in a tragic way.

The war-mongering policy of the imperialist governments in the Middle East
as a strategy of the capitalist systemin order to occupy and colonize the lands of
the third world, is the basis of Havar's militant approach in delegitimizing the
presence of imperialist systems in the colonized land and legitimizing the
dialectical action of hostility in the discourse of exclusionism based on anti-
colonialism.
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Deprivation of the colonized man in the process of monopolizing profit and
capital and domination in the hands of the capitalist system has been derived from
the self-centeredness based on the negation and denigration of the alien which
exploited the other in the colonialist's political vision. In the stage of increasing
feeling of deprivation and inferiority in the collective thought of the colonized and
political elites such as Havar, it has led to the attitude of anti-imperialism and
decolonization.

The imposition of colonial-imperialist hegemony on the colonized societies,
which was accompanied by the spread of narcotics as a strategic control tool in
the destruction of native identities and original social values, and the spread of
abnormality and moral collapse, has pushed the content of Havar's poetic content
towards the cultural foundation basedon restoring identity and returning to moral-
social originality in line with exclusionary anti-imperialist action and in
opposition to western values as anti-value elements.

Determining the puppet governments in the colonized lands as protectors of
the interests of the imperialist governments in the period of protection has turned
Havar's poetic images into a polarized duality based on the conflict between the
colonized people on the one hand, and the autocratic rulers as the deputy and
protector of the interests of the imperialist governments on the other. It has
provoked the emotion of xenophobic nationalism in the process of exiting the
stage of protectionism and independence-seeking confrontation with the
hegemony of imperialism.

Havar tries to depict the indifference of the imperialist governments towards
the political fate of the oppressed people and under the domination of the fascist
regimes, their ignoring of the human rights crisis in the eastern despotic lands and
using it as a tool in the advancement of colonialism and development policy. This
arises from the objectification of man in the objectification attitude of the
colonized people as a means of achieving political-economic goals.
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In Havar's point of view, the fiery and violent revolution is the way to get rid
of colonialism and subjugation, to achieve freedom and legitimate human rights,
and to establish a free society whose democratic framework is based on anti-
imperialism and negation of colonialism and occupation.
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