Literature Research Quarterly
Vol. 12, No. 4,
Winter 2025
pp. 1-32
Original Article

A Comparative Study of Khagani's "'‘Bakat al-Rabab' and Imru’
al-Qais's ""Qifa Nabki"

Arman kouhestanian® & Morteza Barari Raeesi®*

1. Assistant professor of Persian language and literature at the Velayat University, Iranshahr
2. Assistant professor of Arabic language and literature at the Velayat University, Iranshahr

Received date: 11/09/2024 Accepted date: 04/02/2025

Abstract

Khagani, the self-assured poet, does not consider anyone from his contemporaries
worthy of comparison and says: "Rather, this is what | share with the ancients."
Therefore, he rises to challenge the king of Arab poets, the pillar of poetic authority,
Jundah ibn Hajar al-Kindi, known as Imru' al-Qais, and counters his "Qifa Nabki."
It is evident that such a claim must be examined in the Arabic verses of Khagani,
this poet of two languages. Hence, the authors in this study, seeking a fresh
understanding of the nature of both poets, use the method of comparative literature
to analyze Khaqgani’s "Bakat al-Rabab” and Imru' al-Qais’s "Qifa Nabki." They
attempt to assess Khagani's perspective in dealing with the Mu'allaga of Imru’ al-
Qais. To achieve this goal, they first explore the surface structure, examining meter,
rhyme, language, and vocabulary. Then, in the deeper structure, they analyze
mourning over ruins and the time and place of sorrow in the works of the poets, the
manner in which they treat locations and the reasons behind them, their poetic
approaches to self-praise, the frankness of Imru' al-Qais and the chastity of Khagani
in love, the poets' views on morning and night, and finally, the connection between
Khagani and Imru' al-Qais with various phenomena. The analysis shows that
Khagani, in line with the content, changes the meter; introduces the "hamza™ rhyme
to extend the poem; assigns a new usage to Imru' al-Qais's vocabulary; creates fresh
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images; and unlike the Arab poet, does not dwell in the past but openly declares his
literary superiority. While Imru' al-Qais's love is uninhibited, Khaqgani’s love is
chaste. The Iranian poet describes the morning, whereas the Arab poet is a
companion of the night. Of course, Khagani has also adopted a different approach
in addressing phenomena.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Khagani, Imru’ al-Qais, Bakat al-Rabab, Qifa
Nabki.

Introduction

Khagani regards himself as a global poet, transcending Persian-speaking poets of
his time. Not only does he consider his contemporaries unworthy of comparison,
but he also views himself as a poet of international stature, excelling in both poetry
and prose. He sees the world's poets as dependent on him, benefiting from his
literary contributions. Based on this perspective, the true rivals of the eloquent
master of Shirvan should not be sought among the newcomers and imitators of his
era but rather among the preeminent Arabic literati before him. It is as if he
perceives figures such as Abu Ishaq Ibn Khafaja (450-533 AH), Ibn al-Farid (576—
632 AH), Fath ibn Muhammad ibn Khagan, known as Abu Nasr (480-535 AH),
Ibn Zuggaq al-Balansi (490-529 AH), and other Arab poets of the 6th century as
mere followers who are unworthy of competing with him in the literary arena and
incapable of approaching his level, merely imitating his works.

Thus, this literary giant of his time—perhaps familiar with the esteemed work
Tabagat Fuhil al-Shu‘ara’, the legacy of Ibn Sallam al-Jumahi (139-231 AH),
which categorizes Arab poets into ten classes—wisely and explicitly challenges
Imru' al-Qais to the battlefield of poetry. Junduh ibn Hujr al-Kindi, known as al-
Malik al-Dalil and Dhii al-Quriih, is not only the father of Jahili poetry but also the
father of Arabic poetry [(Dayf, n.d., p. 265)] and has been titled "Amir al-Shi‘r al-
‘Arabt wa Ra’s al-‘Amiid al-Shi ‘ri”’ (The Prince of Arabic Poetry and the Pillar of
Poetic Tradition) [(al-Fakhari, 1986, p. 177)].

It has been said that this Yemeni-born poet was born in Najd in the early 6th
century CE. The events of his youth are intertwined with mythology [(al-Isfahant,
2002, vol. 9, pp. 59-60)], depicting his indulgence in pleasure and wine-drinking.
For this reason, his father disapproved of his behavior and eventually disowned him
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[(al-IskandarT & ‘Anani, n.d., p. 61)].

It is quite evident that Khaqgani, by surpassing the famous opening "Qifa nabki"
of Imru' al-Qais' renowned poem, seeks to demonstrate the superiority of his own
eloguence over "the most celebrated Arabic odes" [(al-Fayfi, 2014, p. 29)].

Now, in the present study—based on Khaqgani’s explicit claim of rivalry with the
Prince of Arab Poets and our awareness of his proficiency in composing Arabic
poetry—we seek to answer the following question: How can Khaqani’s perspective
on engaging with Imru’ al-Qais' Mu‘allaga be evaluated?

Research method

This essay, using the comparative literature method and considering cultural and
temporal transformations, seeks to structurally and fundamentally compare "Bakt
al-Rabab," the longest Arabic ode by Khagani, with the Mu'allaga of Imru’ al-Qais,
the pioneer of lamenting over ruins and abandoned dwellings. The aim is to evaluate
Khagani’s claim of surpassing the famous opening line "Qifa nabki" and, through
this comparison, to uncover the poetic approach of both poets.

Conclusion

Khaqani, this learned literary figure, knows that if "Qafa nabki," one of the most
famous poems of the Arabs, is evoked, it would be as if he has expanded the literary
realm of his own. A structural analysis of "Bakat al-Rabbab" and "Qafa nabki"
reveals that both poets have chosen their meter intelligently, in accordance with the
themes of their respective poems. Khagani has made the rhyme of his poem
consonant, allowing him to create a longer and more intricate verse. While the
language of "Qafa nabki" is simple, the most prominent feature of Khagant's
language is its complexity. Khaqani borrowed twenty-seven words from "Qafa
nabki" and, based on his poetic nature, innovatively applied them both in literary
and semantic contexts.

An analysis of the underlying structure of both poems reveals that, like Imru' al-
Qais, Khagani begins with weeping over the ruins and the past. However, by
utilizing artistic techniques such as question and answer, repetition, and creating
interwoven chains of weeping throughout twenty-five verses, he innovatively crafts
his narrative. He also creates novel images, such as Rabab weeping, tears like
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dewdrops from a doe, the tent’s fabric overflowing with tears, tears freezing, and
the appearance of rubies, among others. These elements showcase Khagani's
creativity and originality.

The weeping of Imru' al-Qais is for his past memories, while Khaqant's weeping
is a lament over the betrayal of unfaithful individuals. "Qafa nabki," like most pre-
Islamic poems, reflects a nostalgic recollection of happier times, whereas "Bakat
al-Rabbab" speaks to the poet's present and the years of his old age.

In the same vein of nostalgia for the past, Imru' al-Qais mentions numerous
locations to evoke memories. However, Khagani's approach to place and
geographical references can be categorized as follows: first, lands such as Tihama,
Shirwan, and Tabriz, with which the poet has a personal connection; second, the
recalling of sacred and grand places like Jannat al-‘Adn, Judi, Tar, Hira', the two
holy sanctuaries, and the Pyramids of Egypt, with the aim of magnifying his praise
in a figurative structure; and third, places like India, which Khaqani mentions in
self-praise and boasting.

Although the poet of Shirwani has composed the poem in the name of Jalal al-
Din Khward, its core is self-praise. Imru' al-Qais, too, praises himself in twenty-six
verses, but with a fresh structure, asserting that others are unworthy of praise.
Khagani openly speaks of his literary superiority, while Imru' al-Qais never boasts
about his poetry.

The primary motivation of Amr al-Qais for composing this Mu'allaga is to recall
his memories with his cousin and several other girls at the waterhole of Dar al-
Jaljal, where he openly sings of his romantic affairs with Fatimah, 'Anizah, Umm
al-Rabbab, and others. In contrast, Khaqani, a mystic, considers his love to be chaste
and pure, only mentioning the names of his ancient lovers, Asma' and 'Afrah, in an
artistic and symbolic manner. By recalling Umm al-Rabbab, he creates a kind of
intertextual connection with the Mu'allaga of "Qafa nabki."

In the ode "Bakat al-Rabab," Khagani remains a poet of the morning, praising
its arrival. In contrast, Imru' al-Qais engages in dialogue with the endless night,
finding it a fitting backdrop for expressing his sorrows and personal reflections. He
utilizes the Arabian desert environment to craft vivid descriptions of the night,
making it a central theme in his poetry.

Beyond meter, one can also observe empathetic connection in "Qifa nabki”, akin
to the approach of Romantic poets. Imru' al-Qais empathizes with the lone desert
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wolf, using this connection to soothe his own feelings of loneliness, failure,
helplessness, and frailty. However, in "Bakat al-Rabab", three of the four types of
poetic connection warrant examination: (1) description in a simile-based structure,
(2) empathy within a dialogic framework accompanied by personification, and (3)
unity expressed through a symbolic structure.
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