Literature Research Quarterly
Vol. 12, No. 3,
Fall 2024
pp. 127-153
Original Article

The Influence of the Persian on the Balochi Poems of Mawlavi
Abdollah Rawanbod

Mohammad Akbar Dehani*

Assistant professor of Persian language and literature at the Velayat University, Iranshahr

Received date: 26.07.2024 Accepted date: 16.11.2024

Abstract

Balochi and Farsi are branches of the family of Iranian languages that have been in the
Iranian plateau and in the neighborhood with each other which have had so much
interaction throughout history. One of the functions of comparative literature is to
investigate the effectiveness and influence between the literature of different languages.
Considering the cultural predominance of Persian language and literature in Iran and
its widespread influence among Muslim nations, its effects on Balochi literature and
poetry are obvious and significant. The influence of Balochi poets on Persian reached
its peak in the second period of Balochi literature and the school of Mullahs. Mawlavi
Abdollah Rawanbod is one of the famous Balochi poets and the last generation of poets
of this school. He is a bilingual poet whose Balochi poems are influenced by Persian
language and literature. This article has analyzed the Rawnbod’s balochi poems with a
descriptive-analytical method and has shown this aspect in his Balochi poems.
Rawanbod's poems are not uniform in terms of the influence of Persian language and
literature. Even though his poems are strongly influenced by Persian poets like Saadi
in terms of theme and fantasy elements, but so far as language is concerned, they are
fluent and original. He is sometimes so influenced by Persian in writing Balochi poetry
that the stanzas become Persian with a slight change or adjustment of a word, and even
some of them can be considered completely Persian.
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Introduction

Mawlvi Mohammad Abdallah Rawanbod (1305-1367 A.H.) is one of the famous
Baloch poets in contemporary times, who wrote poetry in Balochi and Farsi, and a
little Arabic and Urdu, so in fact he is a multilingual poet, but due to the fact that he
mostly focuses on Balochi poetry and he was Persian, his Arabic and Urdu poems are
not so famous. We may call him a bilingual poet. Among the most famous Balochi
poems of Rowanbod, we can mention the poem "Makkoran". Also, the poems
"Dadshah", "Qalam Lulu" and "Haqga-e-Avaz" are also famous. The prevalence and
fame of Rowanbod's Balochi poetry among Baloch people is such that he has a
special place among contemporary Baloch poets. This special position has been such
that his poetry has reached the surroundings and the singers sang his poems with
instruments and songs which has brought them to the ears of all Baloch speakers.
Therefore, one of the fields of entry of many Persian and Arabic words and terms into
Balochi and their consolidation in the language of the Baloch people has been the
poetry of poets like Rawanbod. This research aims to examine the Balochi poetry of
Rawnbod from the perspective of its influence from Persian language and literature.

Research method

This article examines the Balochi poetry of Rawnbod in a descriptive-analytical way
and evaluates its influence from the Persian language and literature. This study is
done in phonetic, lexical, thought, as well as imaginary elements and features and
poetic elements in this poet's Balochi poems.

Discussion

There are many manifestations of Rwanbod's tendency towards Persian language and
literature and the experience of receiving it. The most obvious sign of this issue is
manifested in his interest and talent, which we find him as a Persian poet. Although
he is better known in Balochi poetry, but in this same Balochi poetry, he is influenced
by Saadi (a famous poet of Persian literature) such that he is called "Saadi of
Balochistan" for this reason. Rowanbod sometimes translates a complete Saadi ode
to Balochi poetry, and he himself mentions this. In the language and language
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structures of Rowanbod's Balochi poems, we can clearly see the effects of his
influence from the Persian language and literature, and this can be seen in all his
poems, even in the poems whose themes seem to be taken from the poet's own social
environment. The most important influences of Rwanbod's Balochi poems from

Persian language and literature can be shown as follows:

Script: The most important influences of Rawanbod's Balochi poems from
Persian language and literature can be shown as follows. One of the significant issues
in contemporary Balochi language and literature is the issue of Balochi script and
alphabet. One of the most common Balochi scripts is the "Sayad Hashemi' method.
In one of his poems, Rawanbod expressed his distaste for this script. It seems that the
most important reason for this dislike is his strong attachment to Persian literature
and his mental habit of this script.

Words: Rawanbod sometimes prefers the Persian forms of words when choosing
the Balochi or Persian form of common words. his familiarity with Persian literature
has provided him with the opportunity to use it for variety and wide variety, and to
diversify the words of his poems. That is, sometimes he expresses a concept or an
example with a Balochi word or term, and in another place he gives its Persian
equivalent. One of the other aspects of the impact of Rowanbod's Balochi poetry on

the Persian language and literature is the use of some Persian words and terms, which
seems to be the first poet to introduce them into Balochi poetry.

Imaginations: Rwanbod is attached to Persian Ghazals, and he recreates and
introduces many themes and forms of imagination in his Balochi Ghazals, so that
sometimes in the themes and imaginations of one of his Balochi Ghazals, traces of
the influence of several Persian Ghazals can be found. Due to the poet's great
familiarity with Persian poetry, these imaginary themes have been unconsciously
embedded in the poet's mind and language.

Bilingualism: Another aspect of the frequent influence of Rowanbod's poems
from Farsi is bringing verses where one stanza is Baluchi and one stanza is Persian.

Ancient allusions: Another point that is particularly noteworthy is the allusions
and references in Rawnbod's poem to the mythology of ancient Iran. The allusion to
the mythology of ancient Iran in the poems of a Balochi poet whose Islamic religious
affiliation is high seems to be more than anything due to his Personal connection with
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ancient Persian poetry and literature.

Conclusion

Rawnbod has long been known as Saadi of Balochistan, and this nickname was given
to Rawnbod due to the influence of his poetry on the poetry of Saadi Shirazi, another
Persian and Iranian famous poet. However, the influence of Rawnbad's poems from
Persian is not limited to Saadi's poetry, but he has also been influenced by all the
poems in the history of Persian literature, and this issue is not only limited to the
thought and content of his work, as well as his Persian poems, but his poems, in terms
of language is influenced by Persian, both in terms of thoughts and images.
Researches like this can be searched about the poetry of many Balochi poets and
reach a clearer perspective about the influence of Persian on Balochi language and
literature. Examining this issue in the Balochi poems of a social class to which
Rawanbod is attributed, that is, "Malayan poets"”, will help to clarify the ways of this
influence and influences and interactions between Balochi and Persian.
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