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Abstract

Comparative literature is one of the attractive and very valuable and useful trends in the
field of literary criticism, and because the methods of research in comparative literature
are different and numerous; In such a way that each researcher chooses the appropriate
school or method based on his research method. With the emergence of the theory of
perception in 1989, more attention was paid to the role of the reader and the perception-
oriented approach was formalized. One of the research topics in the field of perception
theory is the perception of Persian poetry by Arabic-speaking artists and writers. In this
context, Hafez Shirazi has attracted the attention of writers and researchers in the field of
literature in other languages, and Arabic-speaking writers have a significant contribution
in understanding Hafez's poetry. Ebrahim Amin Al-Shwarabi and Ali Abbas Zuleikha
are among the writers who paid special attention to Hafez's poetry and presented their
views in the form of poetry and prose. In this research, two writers' interpretations of
Hafez's Ghazal 175 (based on Ghani Qazvini's version) are presented and examined,
analyzed and compared, and finally the author's opinion is written. In general, it can be
said that Al-Shwarabi's understanding of the verses of Hafez's ghazal is more
comprehensive than Zuleikha's; But in terms of emotions and feelings, the reception of
Zuleikha is superior to the reception of Al-Shwarabi.

Keywords: comparative literature, Persian and Arabic, receiving theory, Hafez
Shirazi, Al-Shwarabi, Zuleikha.
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Introduction

In the realm of literary criticism, a critic must be well-versed in the nuances of
language and have a comprehensive understanding of the history of literature, as well
as the works of poetry and prose from the beginning to their own time. This deep
understanding allows the critic to appreciate the evolution of literary forms and styles,
and to recognize the influences and intertextual connections that shape a work of
literature. The critic's role is not just to pass judgment but to delve deeply into the
text, uncovering layers of meaning and interpretation that may not be immediately
apparent. This requires a meticulous examination of various aspects of the text, such
as its themes, symbols, and linguistic features, and an ability to contextualize it within
the broader literary and cultural landscape.

One of the fields of literary criticism is comparative literature, where a subject or
aspect of literature from one language is compared with that of another. This field is
particularly valuable because it allows for the exploration of universal themes and
motifs across different cultures and literary traditions. By comparing literary works
from different languages, critics can uncover shared human experiences and cultural
exchanges that transcend linguistic boundaries. Comparative literature also enables
critics to highlight the uniqueness of each literary tradition and to understand how
historical, social, and cultural contexts influence literary production and reception.
This cross-cultural perspective enriches our understanding of literature and its role in
shaping and reflecting human societies.

Placing a literary subject side by side in two languages is of special importance,
as it opens new perspectives for the researcher and the critic. This practice allows
them to see familiar texts in a new light and to discover new dimensions of meaning.
It also fosters a deeper appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship involved in
literary creation. By engaging with texts from different linguistic and cultural
backgrounds, critics can develop a more nuanced and holistic understanding of
literature as a global phenomenon. This, in turn, helps them better understand the
elements of an ideal life and clear their path towards perfection, as they gain insights
into the diverse ways in which literature can illuminate the human condition and
inspire personal and collective growth.

Materials and Methods
In this research, based on the reception theory, the aim is to examine and compare
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the perspectives of two literary critics on the verses of a Ghazal by Hafez, and to
derive conclusions. The final synthesis of these interpretations will be presented as
the definitive conclusion of the author. Numerous studies have been conducted in the
field of comparative literature based on the reception theory, some of which include:

e Azeddin (2001): In "Arabic Poetry in Light of Reception Theory and Oral
Theory," the author examines the poetry of Dhur-Rumma and concludes that the old
disputes about Dhur-Rumma and his poetry were based on a lively reception, aligning
with the reception theory.

e Amirat (2011): In the master's thesis "Reception Theory and Its Practical
Applications in Contemporary Arabic Criticism,” the author first presents the
confrontation between contemporary Arabic literary criticism and Western literary
criticism. They, then, focus on how this confrontation helps uncover truths and
admirable concepts beneficial to individuals and society.

o Kadour Ibrahim (2012): In "Reception Theory in Arabic Criticism™ (doctoral
dissertation), the author discusses the position of reception theory in literary criticism,
emphasizing the significant and lofty role of the reader, which should never be
overlooked in the creation of literary innovations.

o Mirghaderi and Kiani (2011): In their article "Reception Theory in Light of
Comparative Literature”, the authors analyze reception-centric theory, discussing its
features, principles, and criteria, concluding that this theory can be a very important
and widely applied school of thought for contemporary critics and researchers.

e Abbasalinzhad (2014): In the doctoral dissertation "Reception of lbrahim
Amin al-Shawarabi and Muhammad al-Furati from the Poems of Hafez Shirazi," the
study systematically analyzes the interpretations of two poets and literary figures on
some ghazals of Hafez, presenting the conclusions.

e Barzegar (2016): In the master's thesis "Critical Study of the Reception of Ali
Abbas Zalikhah from Hafez's Poetry,” the research examines twenty Ghazals of
Hafez based on reception theory, drawing conclusions and presenting opinions.

o Havaej (2019): In the master's thesis "Reception of Ibrahim Amin al-
Shawarabi and Ali Abbas Zalikhah from 20 Ghazals of Hafez," the author explores
and presents conclusions.

Despite the numerous aforementioned and unmentioned studies, this research is
the first of its kind to compare the interpretations of these two critics on Hafez's
Ghazal 175. The research methodology in this study is descriptive-analytical based
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on reception theory in the field of comparative literature.

Research Questions
To compare the interpretations of the two literary critics on Hafez's Ghazal 175, the
following questions were raised:

1. How do al-Shawarabi and Zalikhah interpret Hafez's Ghazal 175?

2. What are the similarities and differences between their interpretations?

3. What are the reasons and factors behind the similarities and differences in their
interpretations?

4. After examining and comparing the two interpretations, what is the author's
own interpretation?

Upon presenting and analyzing both interpretations, it appears that there are some
similarities, but the differences outweigh them. Al-Shawarabi generally strives to
present the meanings and concepts of the Persian verse comprehensively. His
approach is analytical and detail-oriented, focusing on translating the full scope of
meanings and concepts embedded in the original text. Al-Shawarabi's method
highlights his deep respect for the intellectual and thematic content of Hafez's poetry,
ensuring that the subtleties and intricacies of the Persian verses are not lost in
translation. This thoroughness, however, sometimes results in a translation that may
feel more rigid and less fluid, prioritizing accuracy over aesthetic appeal.

On the other hand, Zalikhah, influenced by the Persian verse, seems to prioritize
the beauty, artistic form, and appeal of the language with a strong emotional
connection. Her approach is more intuitive and emotive, capturing the lyrical and
emotional essence of Hafez's poetry. Zalikhah’s translations are imbued with a sense
of artistry and creativity, reflecting her deep emotional engagement with the text. This
method often results in translations that resonate more with the emotional and
aesthetic aspects of the poetry, potentially sacrificing some of the precise meanings
and concepts in favor of a more evocative and immersive reading experience.

The contrast between Al-Shawarabi's and Zalikhah's interpretations underscores
the diverse ways in which literary texts can be approached and appreciated. While
Al-Shawarabi’s focus on comprehensive meaning provides a thorough understanding
of the intellectual content, Zalikhah’s emphasis on artistic form and emotional depth
offers a more visceral and engaging experience. Both approaches have their strengths
and limitations, and together, they enrich our appreciation of Hafez’s poetry by
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presenting different facets of the same work. This duality highlights the complex
nature of translation and interpretation, where the balance between accuracy and
artistic expression is a constant challenge.

Conclusion

After a deep examination of comparative literature and a look at the attention of Arab
literary figures to Persian poetry, especially Hafez's Ghazals, and evaluating the
interpretations of two critics on Hafez's Ghazal 175, the following conclusions were
reached:

1. Inthe contemporary era, given the realities of the world and the pursuit of truth,
special attention must be paid to comparative literature, particularly the reception
theory.

2. Despite their meticulousness and artistic sensibilities, these two critics'
interpretations do not fully convey the semantic and artistic nuances of Hafez's poetry
into Arabic. Both critics, despite their capabilities and efforts, have not fully grasped
the depth of Hafez's verses.

3. Attimes, finding equivalents for the two interpreters was challenging, and they
were occasionally influenced by Persian idioms.

4. Al-Shawarabi, who focused on the completeness of meanings and concepts,
often failed to fully convey the beauty and appeal of the Persian verses into Arabic.

5. Zalikhah, with a strong emotional connection to Hafez's poetry, aimed to
convey the artistic style, sometimes neglecting certain spiritual elements in the verses.

6. There are many positive verbal and semantic aspects in their interpretations of
Hafez's Ghazals; however, a detailed examination reveals that Zalikhah's
interpretations generally exhibit more emotion and strong sentiment, while Al-
Shawarabi's interpretations are more formal, with fewer poetic feelings.
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