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Abstract

Criticism of new historicism has been formed in opposition to traditional historicism.
Contrary to traditional historicism, which speaks of the one-sided influence of history
on literature, new historicism believes in the mutual influence of literature and history
on each other. The story of Bahram and Golandam is one of the remarkable poems
in Kurdish literature, which are called "Beit". Beits are syllable-weighted folktales
recited by beit readers. It can be said that there are some similarities between the
stories of Bahram and Golandam and Zal and Rudabeh. Therefore, it is possible to
measure these two stories with each other. In this research, relying on library and
documentary studies and with an analytical-comparative approach, we have tried to
give a reading of the two stories in question based on the concepts of new historicism.
The findings show that although both stories are apparently romantic and the conflicts
are about love and marriage; But inside the story, power and discourse interests are
fundamental issues. Every discourse tries to maintain its political and social interests.

Keywords: New historicism, discourse, power, Beit, Zal and Rudabeh, Bahram and
Golandam.
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). Introduction

Criticism of new historicism has been formed in opposition to traditional historicism.
Contrary to traditional historicism, which speaks of the one-sided influence of history
on literature, new historicism believes in the mutual influence of literature and
history. The subject of new historicism is the trends that are common in culture and
in all types of texts. From the point of view of this movement, the text consists of
discourses related to the author, the text itself, and the reader of the text, all of which
are related to each other. One of the topics that is emphasized in New Historicism is
"the historicity of the text" and "the textuality of history". The "historicity of the text"
means that the writings were created under the influence of special social, cultural
and economic conditions, and the meaning of "the text of history" is the possibility
of various readings of history. History is available to us in the form of text and this
text is interpretable; in other words, what we read about history in books is not history
itself, but its interpretation. The ideas of the new historicists in this field can be
summarized as follows: history is the text, the text is interpreted, the interpretation is
subjective and therefore relative.

The story of "Bahram and Golandam™ is one of the notable poems in Kurdish
literature, which are called "Bayt". In the Kurdish language and culture, folk stories
that have syllabic weight are called verses; therefore, the meaning of verse in Kurdish
should not be confused with the meaning of verse in Persian poetry and literature.
The poems were registered as a national work in Y +)A by the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism with registration number V4V in the row of
national works. Bayts are read by "bayt readers". Regarding the history of "Bayts",
we can refer to the words of Shams Qays Razi. He considers a type of syllabic weight
among the Kurdish people, Owraman, as one of the most beautiful and melodious
poetic weights. Shams Qays Razi's speech is completely in line with the most
prominent characteristics of Kurdish verses that have come down to us today orally
and from narrators.

It can be said that there are some similarities between the story of "Bahram and
Golandam™ and "Zal and Rudabeh"; thus, it is possible to analyze these two stories with
each other. The plot of both stories is very similar. The language of both works is
simple, gentle and clear; therefore, the comparison of these two works can shed light
on common cultural and social points that remain hidden in the darkness of history.
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The story of "Zal and Rodabeh™ has enough fame and reputation among the private
and public. Its composer, Ferdowsi, is also a nationalistic poet and a savior of Iranian
identity, who is inclined towards the Shaoubieh movement. By arranging the stories
of ancient Iran, he rescued them from the pit of oblivion and caused stability and
continuity of Iranian identity and national consciousness. In other words, by writing
Shahnameh, Ferdowsi prevented the destruction and dissolution of these stories in
Semitic and Arabic culture.

The Kurdish story "Bahram and Golandam” is written by an unknown poet whose
name we do not know. This verse has reached us based on the narration of "Mam
Ahmed Lotfi", who was one of the contemporary "Bait Khans". The narration of
"Mam Ahmed Lotfi" was recorded by Qader Fattahi Ghazi. The system of "Bahram
and Golandam" is one of the attractive Iranian stories that shows the normal and
simple design of late Iranian stories. This story was created from the same source as
stories like "Amir Arsalan” and... Although some features show that the story of
"Bahram and Golandam™ is late, it also shows signs of ancient realism and stories
like "Weis and Ramin".

Y. Methodology

In this research, relying on library and document analysis and with an analytical-
comparative approach, we have tried to present a reading of the two stories in
question based on the principles and foundations of new historicism. The method of
the research has been that we have first analyzed the discourses represented in both
stories in a comparative manner. In this section, we have tried to understand their
worldview through the analysis of linguistic interpretations of the characters. Then,
we have discussed the conflicts between the discourses and have shown that these
discourses differ on issues and topics. Finally, we have discussed the role of women
in both stories and shown their influence on the flow of the story, events and social
and cultural issues.

Y. Conclusion

The findings of this research show that although both stories are apparently romantic
and the conflicts are about love and marriage, inside the story, power and discursive
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interests are fundamental issues. Every discourse tries to maintain its political and
social interests. The similarities and differences between these two stories can be
categorized as follows:

Similarities: In both stories, two discourses are represented, one is the dominant
discourse and the other is the marginal discourse. In both stories, the woman is the
center of all conflicts. In both stories, the lover and the beloved do not follow the
social norms and none of them are aligned with the values and ideological systems
of their society. The text also shows their norm breaking with a positive approach. In
both stories, although on the surface of the text, the conflicts are about love and
marriage, inside the text, power and discourse interests are fundamental issues. The
text has provided a platform for the discourse on the margins of the society, who have
always been silent in the social history of Iran, for their voices to be heard.

Differences: In the story of "Zal and Rudabeh”, the conflict between these two
discourses, the familiar and the foreign, creates both stories and advances the
narrative; but in the story of "Bahram and Golandam", on the one hand, the conflict
between the members of the discourse "with power" and on the other hand, the
conflict between the discourse "with power™" and "without power" makes the plot of
the story and moves the narrative forward. In the story "Zal and Rudabeh”, the
conflict of two familiar and alien discourses with each other is shown through the
love of Zal and Rudabe. With their love, Zal and Rudabeh encourage each member
of the discourse, the familiar and the stranger, to fight with each other; but in the story
"Bahram and Golandam", the conflict between these two discourses "with power"
and "without power" is shown through the relationship between Bahram and
Samanbou and then the battle between Bahram and Kahroba. The conflict between
the members of the "powerful” discourse with each other is also shown through the
competition for the member of the body.

In the story "Zal and Rudabeh", the text shows the norm-breaking lover, and lover
with a positive approach. With a positive bias, the text shows that such norm breaker
has a pacifist tendency and does not consider familiar/stranger bond as an unpleasant
phenomenon, but also supports it and reaches unity and reconciliation from the duality
of friend/enemy. In the story of "Bahram and Golandam", the duality of friend/enemy
is united (in the form of the marriage of Bahram and Samanbou), with the difference
that the text does not have a positive view of the powerless caste (demons) and
considers them monsters, madmen and bastards. The text is aligned with the
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protagonist (Bahram = representative of the discourse with power) and narrates from
the position of power and cannot maintain its neutrality; however, we do not see such
a thing in the story of "Zal and Rodabeh". In the story of “Zal and Rudabeh™, the voice
we hear from the woman is expressive, powerful and passionate about life,
conversation, interaction and activism. This is while in the story of "Bahram and
Golandam™ of Kurdi, the voice we hear from the woman is full of sighs and moans,
complaints and submission to power. Of course, this point can be extended to the whole
"powerless™ discourse. In the Kurdish story "Bahram and Golandam", contradictions
and ideological inconsistencies can be seen. Examples of contradictions include the
following: The text "Bahram and Golandam™ is full of conflicts. On the one hand, we
are faced with the tone, mystically expression and behavior of Bahram, and on the other
hand, his speech, behavior and epic spirit delight the reader.

Taken together, it can be concluded that the differences between the two stories in
question are more than their similarities. In the story "Zal and Rudabeh”, two
discourses familiar and foreign are represented, where the familiar discourse is in
power and the foreign discourse is on the sidelines. Every discourse tries to maintain
its political and social interests. The love between Zal and Rudabeh has endangered
the power and interests of each discourse, and the narrative of each discourse about
its race, history and past has faced a serious challenge. By agreeing to this link, both
discourses revise their previously constructed narratives.

On the other hand, in the Kurdish story "Bahram and Golandam", two discourses
"with power" and "without power" are represented, the discourse "with power" is in
the center and the discourse "without power" is in the margins. The text represents
the discourse "with power" in the form of a human and the discourse "without power"
in the form of a "demon" and the relationship between these two discourses in the
form of "man/demon duality” and gives the right to the human. In the relationship
between Bahram and the demons, we are faced with a discourse conflict between the
powerful and the powerless. The marriage of "Samanbou” and the defeat of
"Kahroba" by Bahram indicate the surrender of the "powerless"” discourse by the
"powerful” discourse.
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