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Abstract

The concept of linguistics is closely associated in contemporary literature with Reza
Barahani which is considered as one of the most significant postmodern poetic
movements. It emphasizes the importance of language over meaning and
encapsulates poetry within the realm of language and linguistic forms. While this
concept is linked to Barahani's name in terms of its foundations and poetic style, the
principles and foundations of this theory can be traced in the postmodern poetry of
other countries around the world. In Arabic poetry, the Lebanese modernist and
surrealist poet Wadih Sa'adeh is a case worth investigating in this regard. The
theoretical principles of the concept of linguistics were elucidated by Barahani, and
the collection of poems "Khatab be Parvaneh-ha" (To the Butterflies) was
composed and published by the poet under this theory. This article, using a
descriptive-analytical method, aims to conduct a comparative study of the poems of
Reza Barahani and the contemporary Lebanese poet Wadih Sa'adeh, relying on this
theory, namely Barahani's notion of linguistics, to accurately and systematically
explore the similarities and potential for critical analysis of the poems of a Lebanese
poet with the concept of linguistics. The study has endeavored to uncover and
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reveal the extent of the two poets' attention to language and its formal, figurative,
and purely linguistic features. The basis of the analysis is the American school of
comparative literature, and it has attempted to examine the social and literary
factors and conditions that led the poets to adopt this style. The results indicate that
both poets' innovations primarily revolve around semantic evasion, opposition to
meaning, contradiction, disrupted language, inversion, and linguistic wordplay. In
light of their poetry and innovative linguistic characteristics, both poets can be
classified as pioneers within the linguistic poetry movement.

Keywords: Linguistics; linguistic movement; postmodern poetry; Reza Barahani;
Wadih Sa'adeh.

Introduction

In contemporary literary theory, Reza Baraheni's concept of "linguicity” has
emerged as a significant contribution to the formalist school. Rooted in Western
discourse on the primacy of language in poetry, Baraheni's definition extends
beyond Persian literature and contemporary post-Shamlou Persian poetry. It is a
literary reality stemming from the socio-literary transformations of the modern era,
reflecting a prevalent approach in diverse literatures. This approach involves a shift
away from absolutism, structuralism, and meaning-making towards a heightened
focus on the linguistic aspects of poetry, including its form and language. Wadih
Sa’adeh, a Lebanese poet known for his avant-garde and postmodern style, is
another prominent figure who prioritizes language over meaning. In his poetry, the
arrangement and innovation of language often take precedence over the
construction of meaning. Consequently, his poetic characteristics and style are
largely indebted to his linguistic choices. Additionally, like Baraheni, Wadih
Sa’adeh advocates for the autonomy of language, viewing it as an end in itself. This
shared approach indicates a deep convergence of views between the two poets in
two different parts of the world.

Given these similarities, which arise from disparate socio-cultural contexts and
literary impasses in countries like Iran and Lebanon, this paper employs a
comparative approach to examine the components of linguicity in the poetry of
Baraheni and Sa’adeh. By drawing on the American school of comparative
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literature, the research aims to demonstrate that while the theory of linguicity
originated in the context of contemporary Persian poetry, it can be traced and
analyzed in other countries with similar socio-literary conditions. The corpus of this
study comprises the complete works of Wadih Sa’adeh and Reza Baraheni,
allowing for the selection and analysis of representative examples to illustrate the
application of linguicity in their poetry.

Methodology
The methodology of this research is grounded in the components of linguicity
outlined in Baraheni's poetic theory. Although these components are not explicitly
stated in his theory, a careful examination of his views on "language poetry" in his
collection To the Butterflies reveals three primary characteristics:

1. Evasion of and opposition to meaning

2. Contradiction, incoherence, and paradoxical expression

3. Linguistic games

Findings

The findings of this study indicated that both Baraheni's and Sa'adeh's poetry, based
on the key components and elements of the theory of linguicity, can be classified as
belonging to the language-centered movement and a specific, innovative poetic
style within the postmodern school. While Sa’adeh has not explicitly articulated this
approach in his poetic theories, his poetry often takes on a theoretical or
programmatic dimension, directly expressing components of linguicity such as
evasion of meaning. Beyond these explicit instances, Sa’adeh has also employed
various linguistic techniques that align with the theory of linguicity.

Baraheni's poetry, on the other hand, is entirely rooted in the language-centered
movement. His theory and practice consistently demonstrate his commitment to the
principles of linguicity, particularly in his emphasis on evasion of meaning and his
efforts to highlight the role of language in poetry.

In the poetry of both poets, the components of the theory of linguicity can be
traced, although they are more prominent and noticeable in Baraheni's works.
Sa’adeh's more recent poetry, especially the collections published in the last two
decades, reveals a growing emphasis on language-centrism and a clear adherence to
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this approach. His poetry frequently exhibits instances of meaning evasion.

Both Baraheni and Sa’adeh have chosen to prioritize language and its various

components as a means of liberating poetry from the constraints of meaning. They
seek to promote a more innovative and experimental approach to poetry, departing
from the established traditions of Arabic and Persian literature. From their
perspective, traditional poetry, including modernist and free verse, is outdated and
lacks the necessary innovation and experimentation. Instead, they advocate for a
contemporary poetic approach that places language and its linguistic manifestations
at the forefront.
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