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Abstract

Comparative literature examines the relations, similarities and literary differences
of different countries. This provides opportunities for familiarity and cultural and
literary exchanges among countries; of course, nowadays, new methods of
comparative literature such as cultural studies have been created, which made it
possible to conduct various comparative studies in the context of the literature of a
nation. In this era, reading novels in various societies is not only an entertainment
aspect, but also it is a valuable tool that the writer uses in publishing social and
political issues, thoughts and criticisms. In the upcoming research, a comparative
study of common social themes in two works The Accomplice by Jafar Modares-
Sadeghi and In Doubious Battle by John Stainbeck has been done in a descriptive-
analytical manner. The comparative analysis of these two works shows that both
authors have goals and hopes that have social and political roots, and these social
goals form the main basis of the two works. Although these two novels are similar
in social themes such as social movements, strikes, repression, discrimination and
political issues, but the way they deal with these issues has differences in some
cases, for example, John Stainbeck explicitly Terry expresses the issues, but
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Modares Sadeghi reflects the issues in the envelope. Most of the characters in both
novels are people who are serious political and social activists in their lives; for this
reason, all the events of the two novels are formed in connection with a social
challenge and the story moves around the axis of that event.

Keywords: comparative literature; novel; sociological criticism; Modares Sadeghi;
Stainbeck.

Research Background

In the domain of the works of Jafar Modares-Sadeghi and John Stainbeck, until
now, there has not been a comprehensive comparative or independent research with
a sociological approach; however, researches have been conducted in the field of
Jafar Modares-Sadeghi's works as followed:

Salimi (2013) has conducted a study in which rereading nine novels of Jafar
Modares-Sadeghi, which have the most modernist effects, shows that the works of
Jafar Modares-Sadeghi should be considered among the modern works in the world
literature. In this research, it is claimed that the novels of Cow Khooni, Safar Kasri,
Shrik Crime, Kale Asb, Nakajabad, Bijan and Manijeh, Share Haal, Didar in
Aleppo and Tope Shabana are works in which the main characters represent a
society that is influenced by Global modernism and social disillusionment have
become paranoid disorders and depression. This thesis, as a whole, by proving the
elements of ambiguous endings, the use of the flowing flow of the mind and
monologue, symbolism and the use of myths, has included these works among the
modernist works.

In Taghizadeh (2014), the element of character and characterization in the
fictional works of Jafar Modares-Sadeghi is considered as a large part of his writing
techniques. Also, the skill of the author in the approach to the construction and
treatment of the character in these novels is discussed. In this thesis, the success
rate of the author in processing fictional characters has been investigated.
Regarding the characterization style of these three novels, it is stated that all three
are written in a realistic style, and the characterization method used by the author
is direct introduction, and this method is in line with the point of view and, of
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course, the realistic style. Overall, from the researcher's point of view, Jafar
Modares-Sadeghi has been successful in dealing with characters.

In Ayubi (2021) eleven works of Jafar Modares-Sadeghi have been analyzed and
investigated with the approach of plural identity. The author believes that Jafar
Modares-Sadeghi is trying to reflect the manifestations of plural identity in these
eleven works, and he has been able to adapt the stories to situations by focusing on
appropriate urban descriptions and trans-regional, trans-temporal and trans-
identity. Also, the author of the thesis points out that Jafar Modares-Sadeghi's
approach towards plural identity is more towards immigration novels and the
literature of exile and migration of Iranians after the Islamic revolution, which show
the contradictory feelings of these characters, which are a kind of migration. Also,
the author considers compound characterization as one of the most used
components in Modares Sadeghi's works, that the author's approach to such
characterizations is usually a psychological approach, and it shows that most of the
characters in the stories of Jafar Modares-Sadeghi have conflicting personality
dimensions or in other words multi-personality.

Few studies have been done on John Stainbeck's works, such as:

Sharif (2015) emphasizes on social discrimination and the apartheid system and
its impact on the life of a nation that is heavily influenced by macro-economic,
political and cultural systems. The researcher is trying to extract from the words of
the author the features and components of social influence on people's lifestyle and
show them to the audience.

Maryam (2012) aimed to express the similarities and differences in the content
of these two realist works in a comparative way, and to express the common
intellectual areas and literary and political confrontations, as well as the differences
that have arisen due to their society and culture. Another point is that the situation
of migrant workers and rural people and the poverty and problems of women are
hidden behind the content of the stories. This research introduces Yusuf Idris as one
of the writers who has studied the works of John Stainbeck and claims that one can
see the traces of John Stainbeck’s style in "Clusters of Anger" which is influenced
by "Al-Haram". It is also the school of realism and it has the title that these two
novels are full of ideal descriptions and realistic images from the era of both
authors. Also, in this thesis, the comparative study of realism between two
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American and Arab works is discussed, because from the researcher's point of view,
realism is one of the literary schools that deals with social and racial injustices,
economic problems through frank and unvarnished and real images of life struggles
and often portrays the working class as its heroes. In line with this, the two countries
of America and Egypt are among the nations that gradually freed themselves from
the shackles of conventional and ancient models by understanding the needs of the
times, and John Stainbeck in America and Yusuf Idris in Egypt are famous writers
of this literary school with which realism entered a new stage of evolution.

Research Objectives and Questions
This study aims to answer the following questions:
1. How have social issues appeared in the novels of The Accomplice and In Dubious
Battle?

2. From a sociological point of view, what analysis can be provided for the
similarities and differences between the novels The Accomplice and In Dubious
Battle?

In these two novels, Jafar Modares-Sadeghi and John Stainbeck sometimes
conservatively reflect sociological issues in the form of a narrator or through the
language of the characters with a neutral tone and a metaphorical expression. This
type of novels by these two authors begins with one or more social problems, which
express the issues with a narrative devoid of any extreme excitement. These two
writers express objective reports of social events concretely and directly in their
novels with telegraphic, hasty and unvarnished prose. Also, the characterization of
most of the characters in the stories of these two authors is such that they face
obstacles when trying to achieve their goals, and these obstacles provide a platform
to solve existing social issues that are out of their control of the characters of the story.

The novels of The Accomplice and In Doubious Battle deal with tyranny, class
consciousness, strikes, discrimination and similar issues, which, from a sociological
point of view, indicate the existence of great social suffering, dire economic
conditions and ignorance in a society where the two authors lived, and also the
reflection of these issues in the works of these two authors in most cases also calls
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for their correction; however, considering that Jafar Modares-Sadeghi and John
Stainbeck belong to societies that have different political structures, despite the fact
that both authors created a spirit of reformism and struggle in the readers, in terms
of the frankness of expression, they have a substantial difference. For example,
Jafar Modares-Sadeghi often deals with this matter with less frankness; but John
Stainbeck does not have this limitation.

Main Discussion

In this research, two selected works of Jafar Modares Sadeghi and John Stainbeck,
as two important writers in the history of Iranian and American literature, have been
investigated. The findings of the research show that the concern and activism of
Jafar Modares-Sadeghi and John Stainbeck have turned their works into a treasure
full of events and facts. For this reason, in the upcoming research, we will examine
the works with a new and comparative approach, which emphasizes the differences
and commonalities of literary works rather than relying on historical conditions and
the influence of two works.

One of the basic points in the analysis of these two works is the reflection of the
revolutionary movements of individuals that take place to defend their individual
and class dignity. The characters of these novels are often people who have been
affected by many political and social problems in their lives. In the face of these
problems, these people engage in various provocative movements, and the
consequences of these actions affect a wide range of society. Also, in both novels,
we see that the social strike is presented as a weapon that the social protestors take
and use, and finally, in a period of time, the protests and struggles between different
classes of the society find a kind of convergence that becomes polyphonic. This can
help the process of protest.

Also, in both novels, we are clearly faced with the suppression of any social
movement. In these novels, the authors show that the social demands of the people
must be aligned with the ruling power; otherwise, they will face the most severe
social punishments, including execution, prison, torture, etc. In the narrative
process of these works, the suppressed anger of the nation is trying to impose itself
on the government with more power and frequency, because this anger is rooted in
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hidden and unresolved crises that have now turned into social movements

Social inequality is a phenomenon that has always been one of the main causes
of public dissatisfaction throughout history. In the novel In a Dubious Battle, the
author narrates these discriminations mostly around the income gap, which has
taken hope from the society and increased the general anger of the society; that is,
people live in a society that understands the economy mostly as a quantitative
matter, but Madras-Sadeghi pays attention to the other side of the discrimination,
based on which there are no correct laws in the society or the laws are not paid
attention to, and there are no equal opportunities for the growth of all classes. .

Another issue that has been widely reflected in two novels is the expression of
political issues. Both writers express their political views directly or indirectly in
various situations. It seems that the purpose of these two authors in reflecting on
these issues is to show the importance of politics and its impact on all aspects of
contemporary human life. All the characters of these novels are political characters
and all the adventures of the story take place in a political background.

It should also be mentioned that these two writers have always been in the heart
of the society, and just as sociologists want the people of art and literature to be
community-oriented and active in producing works, these two writers remain only
in the position of chroniclers. They do not stay and in the context of their narratives,
they analyze and even fight; therefore, in their works, we can see a clear path, which
includes elements such as social movements, strikes, repression, discrimination,
and political issues.

Conclusion

Researchers in the field of comparative literature try to examine examples of
influences or similarities and differences in literary works. Based on this, in this
research, some sociological components and how they are reflected by concerned
writers in the novel have been attempted, and then, a comparative analysis of the
social components was done in two novels The Accomplice by Jafar Modares-
Sadeghi an In Dubious Battle by John Stainbeck. In this research, an attempt has
been made to draw influential social links in close communities in terms of social
anomalies. For this reason, we can consider the reflection of social issues by Jafar
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Modares-Sadeghi in the novel The Accomplice as a result of what John Stainbeck
experienced in his time and explained in the novel In Dubious Battle. After the
sociological reading of these two novels and the analysis of the sociological
components in these two works, we would find out that the two mentioned writers
are trying to narrate the prominent issues of their time with the nobles who have
experienced the conditions of the society in which they lived. The results obtained
from the comparative analysis of the two novels show that the writing style of both
works is realistic, and in terms of some common themes, such as social movements,
strikes, repression, discrimination and dealing with political issues, the narrative
structure and the way of advancing the fictional events, they have many similarities.

Another prominent similarity between both novels is the political and social
activism of the characters. For example, both novels have a main character whose
story revolves around him and the socio-political issues he is involved in. In the
novel The Accomplice, the story revolves around Kasra's release from prison.
Before prison, Kasra had few political backgrounds, but after that, it turns into a
full-fledged revolutionary and all the events of the story are formed and progressed
under the influence of the new conditions of Kasra. In the novel In Dubious Battle,
the events of the life of a person named Jim Nolan are narrated, whose social
conditions shape his character, who was a simple employee, a completely political
and partisan character.
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