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Abstract

Qasemi Gonabadi (died at 1547), whose primary fame lies in his national-historical
epics, composed an ascension letter at the beginning of his mathnawis. His
ascension letter, accompanied by beautiful poetic imagery, depicts the Ascension of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in a highly artistic manner. This study organizes
the stages and parts of the Prophet’s ascension according to Qasemi’s compositions
and compares them in terms of content with what is presented in Qoshiri's the
Epistle of the Ascension (986-1072). These two representatives of the Persian and
Arabic languages were chosen for comparison. The data were collected using
documentary-library methods. The content was then analyzed both descriptively
and analytically to introduce Qasemi’s Ascension poems. Findings suggests that
although Qasemi and Qoshiri generally agree on most events of the Ascension,
Qasemi portrays the event with more vivid imagery. Both believe in the physical
Ascension. Qasemi describes that the Prophet saw God on the throne with the eye
of the heart, and Qoshiri considers this vision to be with the physical eye. Qasemi’s
poetry does not delve into the historical context of the Ascension, the splitting of the
chest, and the cleansing of the Prophet's blessed heart, unlike Qoshiri who addresses
these aspects. This study examines other differences in Qasemi and Qoshiri's
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accounts of the Prophet’s Ascension.

Keywords: Quran; ascension of the Prophet Muhammad; Qasemi’s ascension letters;
Qoshiri’s Epistle of the ascension; comparison.

1. Introduction
The Ascension Letters are independent poetic and prose works or parts of works
that recount the journey of the Prophet from the Masjid al-Haram to the Al-Agsa
Mosque, his journey through the heavens, and his witnessing of God’s signs and
symbols. They are inspired by the initial verse of Surah Al-Isra and verses from
Surah An-Najm.

In Persian literature, independent Ascension letters are scarce. Some poets
dedicated only a portion of their poetry to the event of the Ascension. Qasemi
Gonabadi (died at 1574) is one of those poets. In the early centuries of Islam, in
the Arabic language, the event of the Ascension was inspired by Quranic verses
and the sayings of the Prophet. The hadith “Ibn Abbas’s account of the Prophet’s
Ascension forms the basis for the letters that were subsequently written about it”
(Kazemzadeh Ganji & Mirhosseini, 2021, 254). Qoshiri compiled transmitted
hadiths about the event of the Ascension. His work “Risalat al-Mi'raj” or “Kitab
al-Mi'raj” presents an authentic narrative of the Prophet’s Ascension based on
these hadiths. He “collects well-documented hadiths that can be relied upon for
their authenticity” (de Fouchécour, 1997, p. 281). Qoshiri, a contemporary of Ibn
Sina, delved into the study of hadiths to prove the physical Ascension, contrasting
with the spiritual interpretation attributed to Ibn Sina (Qoshiri, 2004, p. 17).

The Ascension letters by Qasemi, as mentioned in the preface of his
mathnawis, typically begin with a title derived from the first verse of Surah Al-
Isra. The following Ascension letter are listed in chronological order of
composition in mathnawis: Shahnameh of Shah Ismail, Goy-0-Chogan,
Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasb, Khosrow and Shirin, Shahrokh Name, Umdat al-
Ash’ar, and Layla and Majnun, Zobdat al-4sh ‘ar.
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2. Research Background

Research on Ascension letters and related writings about the Prophet
Muhammad’s Ascension is extensive and detailed. Mohammad Hassan Bokaie
has compiled around 348 works on this topic, showcasing his expertise and
making further exploration of Ascension letters unnecessary (Bokaie, 1996, pp.
87-64).

Two books, Several Ascension Letters (Ranjbar, 1985, pp. 110-11) and The
Ascension of the Prophet Muhammad and Versified Ascension Letters in Persian
Literature (Fatehi, 2009), have been written on the topic of the Ascension in
Persian literature. Some researchers explored the Ascension of the Prophet
Muhammad, but it is not directly relevant to this research and was omitted.

Ascension letters have been the subject of many studies, but the narratives
within them have not been thoroughly explored, except for a brief mention in the
article “The Bright Shadow of Qasemi Gonabadi’s Works and Writings”
(Ekhtiari, 2011, pp. 60-59). Therefore, the Ascension Letters of Qasemi are being
introduced for the first time.

3. Research objectives and questions
The aim of this study is to introduce Qasemi’s Ascension letter and compare their
content with the book Kitab al-Mi'raj.
1. What stages of the Prophet Muhammad’s Ascension did Qasemi focus on?
2. What similarities or differences is there between Qasemi's Ascension Letters
and the Epistle of the Ascension by Qoshiri?

4. Discussion
The term Ascension refers to “the Prophet’s miraculous night journey from Mecca
to Jerusalem (pre-Islamic era) and from there to the heavens, to a point where no
other creature had reached before him” (Keyvani, 2018, p. 394). In this journey,
body and soul moved together, as it is said “by body” not “by spirit” (Makarem
Shirazi, 2005, p. 21).

Qasemi's poems cover most of the significant stages of the Prophet's
Ascension, although not all in a single letter. Qoshiri, on the other hand, focuses

29



The Narrative of the Prophet’s... Zahra Ekhtiyari
C L

R

on discussing the hadiths of the Ascension and sharing his personal views.
Qasemi organizes the event of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascension into nineteen
stages in his Ascension letters, which are compared with Qoshiri's Epistle of the
Ascension:

The Prophet’s arrival at the station of divine proximity; Qasemi mentioned
names such as “Sidrat al-Muntaha”, “Between the Two Bows’ Length”, “The
Secluded Abode of the Beloved”, “The Secluded Chamber of Divine Proximity”
(The Pillar of Poetry: 24), “No Place”, “He was alone, then he remained alone”
(Qasemi, 2015, p. 84), and others from this place. The Prophet arrived at
“Between the Two Bows’ Length” like a swift arrow:

The king of religion came adorned and adorned
Like an arrow towards the Beyond the Two Bows’ Length

(Qasemi, 2014a, p. 73)

In the matter of the Prophet Muhammad’s arrival at the “Bow of Two Ends”
and the “Retreat of Divine Secrets,” Qasimi has other verses as well, including
(Shahrukhnamah: [144r]; The Pillar of Poetry: 23). Qoshiri writes that the
Ascension had three stages: from the Masjid al-Haram to the Al-Agsa Mosque,
from Al-Agsa Mosque to the Sidrat al-Muntaha, and from there to the distance of
two bows or even nearer (n.d., p. 80).

Gabriel was prevented from entering the Retreat of Divine Secrets.

Barag was so dazzling in his beauty

That even Gabriel was stopped in his tracks

(Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp, p. 393)

One common feature between them is that Gabriel stayed away from The
Prophet. After bringing some hadiths (Qoshiri, n. d., pp. 58 and 64), Qoshiri
writes: “When the Prophet told Gabriel to go ahead, Gabriel’s words were:
“Qoshiri” (Qoshiri, n.d., p. 79).
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Prophet Muhammad and hearing the words of God:

Heard the secret without a whisper in the ear
Saw the unseen with utmost certainty
(Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp, p. 393)

Qasimi argues that the Prophet Muhammad heard the word of God with the ear
of his intellect and reason, not with his physical ear (Qasemi, 2008, p. 146). On
the topic of the vision of God during the night journey, Qoshiri says that when the
Prophet was asked, “Did you see your God?” he replied, “I saw a light” (n.d., p.
98).

Qoshiri’s view on the question of whether or not the Prophet saw God during
the night journey is that he did see God with his physical eyes. Otherwise, he
would not have said to worship God as if you see Him (ibid., p. 99).

5. Conclusion

In the introduction of his Mathnawi, Qasimi Gonabadi composed Ascension
letters. The stages of the Prophet’s honorable Ascension were organized based on
Qasimi’s Ascension Letters and compared with Qoshiri’s Epistle of the Ascension.
The main topics that Qasimi addresses under the title of Ascension letters are as
follows: describing a luminous night, the arrival of the trustworthy Gabriel, the
Prophet’s dream in the house of Umm Hani, bringing the greetings of God and the
command to move, going to the Masjid al-Haram and then Al-Agsa Mosque,
praying with the prophets behind that noble figure, ascending to the heavens,
describing the magnificence and beauty of the celestial spheres and celestial
forms, adorning and dressing the celestial and heavenly beings due to the arrival
of the Prophet Muhammad, the joy of the prophets especially Moses and Jesus,
the speed of travel on the Buraq, reaching the Between the Two Bows’ Length
and Gabriel not finding a way in the divine seclusion chamber, hearing the words
of the Almighty God with the ear of the soul, interceding for the Ummah from
sins, returning to Mecca, believing in the physical Ascension of that noble figure,
and accomplishing all these tasks in a short time span of one night.
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The two Khorasani narrators share similar views on the stages of the
Ascension, including its physical nature. However, they differ in their
interpretations of the divine vision, the date of the event, the number of prophets
named, and the details of the Prophet Muhammad’s experience.
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