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Boundless intemperance
In nature is a tyranny; it hath been

The untimely emptying of the happy
throne

And fall of many kings (Shakespeare,
2006: 86).
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A stanchless avarice that, were | king,

| should cut off the nobles for their
lands,

Desire his jewels and this other’s house:

And my more having would be as a
sauce

To make me hunger more; that | should
forge

Quarrels unjust against the good and
loyal,

Destroying them for wealth (Ibid, 87).
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But | have none: the king becoming
graces,

As  justice,
stableness,
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness,

verity,  temperance,

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude,

I have no relish of them, but abound

In the division of each several crime,
Acting it many ways. Nay, had | power,
I should

Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell,

Uproar the universal peace, confound

All unity on earth
(Ibid, 87-88).
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Alas, poor country!

Almost afraid to know itself. It can not

Be call’d our mother, but our grave;
where nothing,
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But who knows nothing, is once seen to
smile;

Where sighs and groans and shrieks that
rend the air

Are made, not mark’d; where violent
SOrrow seems
A modern ecstasy; the dead man’s knell

Is there scarce ask’d for who; and good
men’s lives

Expire before the flowers in their caps,

Dying or ere they sicken (Shakespeare,
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Most sacrilegious murder hath broke ope
The Lord’s anointed temple, and stole

thence

The life o’ the building! (Shakespeare,
2006: 37)
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Duncan

Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath
been

So clear in his great office, that his
virtues

Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued
against

The deep damnation of his taking-off;

And pity, like a naked newborn babe

Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubim
horsed
Upon the sightless couriers of the air,

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye

That tears shall drown the wind. | have
no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only

Vaulting ambition, which o’erleaps itself

And falls on the other (Shakespeare,
2006: 24).
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Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt
be

What thou art promised: yet do | fear thy
nature;

It is too full o’
kindness

To catch the nearest way: thou wouldst
be great;

the milk of human

Art not without ambition, but without

The illness should attend it: what thou
wouldst highly,

That wouldst thou holily; wouldst not
play false,
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And yet wouldst wrongly win: thou’ldst
have, great Glamis,

That which cries “Thus thou must do, if
thou have it;

And that which rather thou dost fear to
do

Than wishest should be
(Shakespeare, 2006: 9-18)

undone.”
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Your face, my thane, is as a book where
men
May read strange matters. To beguile the
time,

Look like the time; bear welcome in
your eye,

Your hand, your tongue: look like the
innocent flower,

But be the serpent under’t. He that’s
coming
Must be provided for: and you shall put

This night’s great business into my
dispatch;

Which shall to all our nights and days to
come

Give solely sovereign
masterdom (Ibid, 20-21).
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And dash’d the brains out (Shakespeare,
2006: 25).
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