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Abstract

"Situated within the framework of the American School of Comparative Literature, this
study investigates the discourse of resistance in contemporary Arabic poetry, with particular
attention to the linguistic and discursive mechanisms through which resistance is
articulated. The analysis foregrounds a close, text-centered reading while remaining
attentive to the historical and social contexts in which the poems emerged, without
assuming any relationship of direct influence or intertextual transmission between the texts.
Within this conceptualization, resistance is not treated as a mere reactive stance toward
crisis; rather, it is approached as a coherent semantic system whereby poetic language gives
form to experiences of steadfastness, perseverance, and collective action. Methodologically,
the study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, grounded in a close reading of the two
poetic odes and a comparative examination of the shared constitutive elements of their
discourse of resistance. The analysis demonstrates that, despite divergences in their
historical and social conditions, both poets construct a common constellation of concepts
that undergird the discourse of resistance. These include the foregrounding of collective
agency, the articulation of will as inseparable from the continuity of life, the rejection of
stasis and submission, and the reconfiguration of horizons of hope and futurity. The
findings further reveal that these discursive elements are reconfigured in distinct ways in
each text, in accordance with their respective contexts of production. In al-Shabbi's poem,
resistance is articulated within a transhistorical and existential horizon, emerging as an

* Corresponding Author's E-mail: m.farhani@velayat.ar.ir



€ L Comparison of the Discourse... Mahdi Farharni
R —

imperative grounded in the dynamic logic of life itself. In Muhammad's, the same elements
are embedded in the lived experience of occupation, historical memory, and the right of
return, thereby acquiring a concrete and historically situated character. Ultimately, the study
demonstrates that contemporary Arabic poetry possesses a remarkable capacity to articulate
the discourse of resistance across diverse semantic horizons, while remaining anchored in a
set of shared conceptual foundations.

Keywords: Comparative Literature, Discourse, Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi, Shihab
Muhammad, Iradat al-Hayat, Palestine is Ours.

Introduction

Resistance poetry in contemporary Arabic literature is considered one of the most
prominent manifestations of the link between literature and the historical, social,
and political experiences of Arabic nations in their confrontation with
colonialism, occupation, and dominance. Utilizing symbolic language, epic
imagery, and motivational discourses, this poetic genre has played an effective
role in shaping collective consciousness, strengthening the will to resist, and
reproducing cultural and historical values. From this perspective, resistance poetry
is not merely an emotional reflection of suffering and crises, but rather a form of
conscious and purposeful discursive action in which concepts such as will,
struggle, freedom, and hope for the future are represented in a coherent and
structured manner.Within the framework of discourse studies, "discourse is a
systematic corpus obtained from the articulation of related elements and concepts,
encompassing a set of vocabulary that is meaningfully interconnected. Dominant
discourses are constantly grappling with social crises and problems—crises that
lead to the establishment of new discourses and render hegemonic articulations
weak and impotent” (Nemati, 1403: 104). Furthermore, explaining the function of
discourse, scholars note that "discourse can be the language employed to narrate a
specific event. At the same time, discourse is also considered a type of linguistic
performance that includes a set of rituals, methods, and styles aimed at
formulating utterances, themes, and phenomena" (Rasouli, 1400: 8). Taylor
(1397: 18) also asserts that "linguistic materials, such as conversations or written
texts, and sometimes other materials, collectively serve as a document for
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phenomena that extend beyond the individual." Accordingly, resistance poetry can
be viewed as an arena where literary language transforms into a tool for
articulating historical crises and representing power relations and steadfastness
.Among the prominent examples of this movement, the poem Iradat al-Hayat
(The Will to Live) by Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi holds a distinguished position;
written in the context of the French colonization of Tunisia, it represents the
discourse of will, life, and awakening within a timeless horizon. Conversely, the
poem Filastinuna (Palestine is Ours) by Shihab Muhammad reflects a tangible,
historical experience of the Palestinian people's resistance against the Zionist
occupation, emphasizing historical rights and the continuity of existence.
Although these two texts were formed in different historical contexts, they are
fundamentally based on shared discourses of resistance.

Method

Resistance poetry in contemporary Arabic literature is considered one of the most
significant manifestations of the link between literature and the historical, social,
and political developments of Arabic nations during various periods of
colonialism, occupation, and struggle. This poetic genre possesses not only an
aesthetic function but also operates as a discursive action in which poetic
language is transformed into a tool for representing collective experiences,
strengthening the spirit of steadfastness, and reproducing concepts related to
identity, freedom, and resistance. Within this framework, the discourse of
resistance comprises a set of interconnected concepts organized at the linguistic
and semantic levels, which are represented in various ways across different poetic
works.

However, an examination of resistance poetry demonstrates that this discourse
does not take shape identically or uniformly in all texts; rather, it develops
different formulations under the influence of the historical, social, and current
cultural conditions of each text. For this reason, analyzing and comparing how the
discourse of resistance is formed in different works can contribute to a more
precise understanding of its linguistic and semantic mechanisms. Among these,
the poem Iradat al-Hayat (The Will to Live) by Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi and the
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poem Filastinuna (Palestine is Ours) by Shihab Muhammad are outstanding
examples of resistance poetry in contemporary Arabic literature. These two works
emerged from two distinct historical contexts: one in the atmosphere of French
colonialism in Tunisia, and the other within the context of the occupation of
Palestine. Despite these historical and social differences, both poems carry the
discourse of resistance, representing concepts related to steadfastness, will, hope,
and struggle at both the linguistic and semantic levels.

Therefore, the central problem of the present study is to investigate how the
discourse of resistance is formed in these two poems, and what shared and distinct
components can be identified in their construction. Furthermore, this study
addresses how poetic language in each of these texts is employed to represent the
experience of resistance and generate related meanings. Investigating this issue
can help clarify the various ways in which the discourse of resistance is
formulated in contemporary Arabic poetry.

Conclusion

1. The comparative analysis demonstrates that collective agency constitutes the
core axis of the discourse of resistance in both poems; however, it is formulated in
relation to colonialism and the revival of the will in al-Shabbi’s poetry, whereas in
Shihab Muhammad’s work, it is framed within the context of occupation,
emphasizing survival, return, and collective identity. This indicates that the
subject of resistance is shaped in accordance with the specific historical
conditions of each text.

2. In both texts, the will is linked to action and the negation of inertia; yet, it is
represented as direct, risk-taking action in al-Shabbi’s poem, while in Shihab
Muhammad’s work, it is depicted as "active waiting" and perseverance under
conditions of historical suspension. Consequently, the function of the will shifts
from immediate action to continuous, resistant action.

3. Hope in al-Shabbi’s poetry possesses a timeless nature based on natural
rebirth, whereas in Shihab Muhammad’s poetry, it is bound to the historical
experience of occupation, signifying the preservation of identity and the horizon
of return. Therefore, hope transitions from an ontological logic to a historical-
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resistant logic.

4. Symbolic language in al-Shabbi’s poem serves a natural and ontological
function, but in Shihab Muhammad’s work, it transforms into a spatial and
memory-oriented language aimed at consolidating identity and return. As a result,
the function of the symbol shifts from natural universality to the level of
collective memory and lived historical experience.

5. The discourse of resistance in the two poems takes shape within two distinct
semantic horizons; one text relies on the logic of life’s natural dynamism, while
the other centers on the historical experience of rupture, occupation, the necessity
of preserving collective memory, and the possibility of return. Accordingly, the
concept of resistance appears in a different formulation in each work,
corresponding to its historical context and the mode of confronting reality.
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