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Abstract

Simile is a rhetorical device employed to embellish discourse, while also playing a
significant role in explicating the worldview governing a text. The element of simile
serves as an effective means of examining both the literary and intellectual dimensions of
texts, and by focusing on its constituent elements, especially the principal components of
simile and tertium comparationis, the worldview underlying a work can be explored.
Ancient religious texts and the sacred hymns of India and Iran provide a fertile ground for
the manifestation of rhetorical features, especially simile, which may be regarded as
reflections of the ritual beliefs and intellectual systems of these two lands during the
millennia preceding the Common Era.
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Introduction

Among the Aryan peoples, the Indians and Iranians experienced prolonged periods of
coexistence and shared many common cultural foundations. Before their separation,
these groups lived together for a considerable time and inherited a common Indo-
Iranian cultural and religious tradition. The Rigveda and the Avesta, as the earliest
surviving religious texts and ritual hymns of the Indian and Iranian peoples, offer an
important source for the study of simile techniques through which both the common
elements and the intellectual-cultural differences of these ancient nations may be
examined.

The present study is based on a comparative approach. Comparative studies have
facilitated the examination of literary and historical works across different cultures
and societies. Comparative studies, grounded in the two central principles of
similarity and difference, aim to clarify the shared as well as the distinctive
characteristics of the works of different nations, while at the same time fostering
closer connections among those nations.

The Avesta and the Rigveda are the oldest intellectual-cultural texts and hymns of
the Indian and Iranian peoples, and the element of simile has also endowed these
works with rhetorical dimensions. Beyond demonstrating the rhetorical value of these
texts, the techniques, elements, and components of simile also serve to reflect the
worldview underlying them. In the Rigveda, explicit, eloquent, and concise similes
constitute the most frequent types of simile, while in the Avesta the highest frequency
belongs to eloquent simile, followed respectively by explicit and concise similes.
Explicit simile predominates in the Rigveda and is mainly employed to clarify
sentence structure, possessing less literary ornamentation. Although similes appear
more frequently in the Rigveda than in the Avesta, eloquent simile constitutes the
dominant type in the Avesta and contributes a more literary character to the structure
of the text. Both works rarely employ concise simile. No instances of emphatic simile
are found in the Rigveda, and this type likewise represents the least frequent form of
simile in the Avesta.

In the Rigveda and the Avesta, the shared elements forming the components of
simile at times reflect similar worldviews and at other times reveal divergent ones.
The strongest intellectual affinity between these two peoples is reflected in the
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significance attributed to actions and ethical concepts. In some instances, ritual
beverages and ceremonial practices likewise appear as the components of simile,
revealing noteworthy intellectual similarities.

In most shared similes, the independent intellectual perspectives of these two
peoples become more evident. In Vedic thought, the majority of gods are portrayed as
powerful, fearsome, and destructive beings, a perception that stems from both the
multiplicity of the deities and the plurality of the composers of these hymns. In
contrast, in the Avesta, with a relative degree of intellectual evolution, this fear has
largely been neutralized, and the divine beings are portrayed as terrifying and harmful
only toward enemies. The depiction of animals and natural phenomena is also
emphasized in both texts; however, in comparison with the Rigveda, the Avesta has
somewhat distanced itself from mythological patterns of belief. Evil forces in the
Rigveda are portrayed as powerful against humankind yet powerless before the gods,
whereas such forces do not possess comparable authority in the Avesta.

The richness and variety of simile-related features in the Rigveda can likewise be
linked to the multiplicity of its hymn composers and the diversity of their ideas,
whereas in the Avesta, a greater degree of uniformity in ritual beliefs has resulted in a
reduced diversity of tertium comparationis. The shared tertium comparationis in
similes describing gods, divine beings, and related entities at times reflect identical
worldviews and at other times divergent ones; these similarities arise from the
intellectual-cultural affinities between the two peoples, whereas the sources of their
differences are to be found in their distinct and independent schools of thought.
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