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Abstract

In folklore, there exist heroes who stand on the boundary between two opposing realms
(death/life, human/supernatural, nature/culture) and play a decisive role in advancing the
narrative and testing the hero. This article analyzes two such "liminal women": the "Weaver
Fairy" in the Iranian Folklore Eternal Life and "Yuki-Onna" (Snow Woman) in Japanese
folklore. The aim of the study is to identify the pattern of functions of these heroes within
the structure of rites of passage. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
comparative, based on van Gennep's three-stage model and its extension by Victor Turner.
The findings show that although the structure of these tales follows the classical pattern of
passage, the two female heroes do not achieve full reintegration and remain in a state of
suspension. Furthermore, the comparative analysis reveals that the two liminal women
exhibit differences in their passage stages due to differences in the cosmology of the two
cultures. The "Weaver Fairy," given the Iranian tradition (Zoroastrian-Islamic), which
considers the entry of supernatural beings into the human world as exceptional and
forbidden, is condemned to rejection and marginalization. Possessing "epistemic agency"
(preserving the hidden knowledge of immortality) and avoiding the performance of
feminine roles, she strives to maintain her authority, but ultimately falls victim to structural
violence and is abducted and eliminated. In contrast, "Yuki-Onna," within the Japanese
tradition (Shinto-Buddhism), where the boundary between human and supernatural has
always been fluid and permeable, actively enters the human world by exercising
"performative agency" and ultimately leaves it voluntarily.
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1. Introduction

In folklore, there exist characters who stand on the threshold between two
opposing realms (death/life, human/supernatural, nature/culture) and play a
decisive role in advancing the narrative and testing the hero. This study examines
two such "liminal women": the "Weaver Fairy" in the Iranian Folklore Eternal
Life and "Yuki-Onna" (the Snow Woman) in Japanese folklore. The main
research questions are: what position do these liminal women occupy in the
structure of the rite of passage, and what similarities and differences can be
identified in their functions? The hypothesis posits that both women serve as
mediators and guardians of the male hero's transition, yet neither achieves full
reintegration into the social order; however, the different worldviews of Iranian
(Zoroastrian-Islamic) and Japanese (Shinto-Buddhist) traditions influence the
nature of their relationship with the human world and the way they perform their
functions.

2. Discussion

This descriptive-analytical and comparative study applies Arnold van Gennep's
three-stage model of rites of passage (separation, liminality, incorporation) and
Victor Turner's concept of liminality and anti-structure. The analysis focuses on
the functions of the two liminal women across the three stages. The findings
reveal that both characters stand at the boundaries between death/life,
human/supernatural, and nature/culture, and both exercise agency by creating an
environmental or psychological crisis that detaches the male hero from his
everyday world and leads him into liminal space. Both transmit hidden knowledge
and ultimately fail to achieve full reintegration. Nevertheless, significant
differences emerge. In the Iranian tradition, where the boundary between human
and supernatural is rigid and transgression is prohibited, the Weaver Fairy is
condemned to forced expulsion; her cabin is destroyed, and she is forcibly
returned to the spirit world. By contrast, Yuki-Onna, within the Japanese tradition
of permeable and fluid boundaries, can temporarily integrate into human society
as a wife and mother, and only voluntarily departs after her husband breaks his
vow. Furthermore, the Weaver Fairy lacks any maternal dimension or personal
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history of loss, whereas Yuki-Onna, in certain versions, appears with an emotional
backstory (e.g., the ghost of a mother who died in childbirth, or a princess from
the moon).

3. Conclusion

Although the structure of both tales follows the classical pattern of passage, the
incorporation phase remains incomplete in both narratives. The male heroes
(Zarjamah/Farhad and Minokichi) undergo the liminal experience but do not
attain immortality or complete transformation, remaining in a suspended state.
This study demonstrates that liminal female figures, despite cultural differences,
share a common archetypal structure; however, the cosmological and religious
context of each culture determines how they emerge, exercise agency, and meet
their end. Thus, the rite of passage in these folktakes takes an incomplete and
suspended form, revealing a structural tension at the heart of patriarchal narrative
frameworks.
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