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Abstract

This study examines the functions of black humor in the novels "Season of Migration to the
North" by Tayeb Saleh and "Animal Farm" by George Orwell. The aim of this article is to
analyze how black humor is used to criticize power structures, colonialism, and tyranny.
The present study, adopting a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the theoretical
framework of black humor, examines both works with the aim of analyzing components
such as poverty and hardship, class divide, incompetent rulers, patriotism, resistance and
anti-oppression, and sleeplessness. Despite the different historical and geographical
contexts of the two novels (colonizer-colonized in Saleh's novel and the misguided
revolution in Orwell's work), both authors use black humor to expose a truth: the gap
between genuine ideals and corrupted realities. In "The Season of Migration to the North",
black humor is manifested in the confrontation of Mustafa Said's character with the
Western world and in his self-destruction, and depicts the bitterness of the colonial
relationship and the post-colonial identity crisis. In "Animal Farm", Orwell, by creating
black humor, ridicules the process of the revolution's gradual deviation from the initial
ideals (equality) to a new authoritarian system. The findings of the research show that black
humor is used as the main narrative strategy in both works to express despair, protest and
warning.

Keywords: Black humor, Tayyeb Saleh, George Orwell, The Season of Migration to the
North, Animal Farm, Colonialism, Tyranny
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Black humor is known as one of the influential literary genres, using humor and
humor to address bitter and tragic issues such as tyranny, racism, and the absurdity
of human life. By creating emotional distance, this literary format forces the
audience to look at the darkness of existence through the lens of laughter and at the
same time become aware of them. This research deals with a comparative study of
the functions of black humor in two novels, "The Season of Migration to the North"
by the Sudanese writer Tayyib Saleh, and "Animal Farm" by the English writer
George Orwell. Although these two works were created in completely different
geographical and cultural contexts . one in the confrontation of the East with the
post-colonial West and the other in response to the deviations of communist
revolutions . both use black humor as a weapon to criticize power structures and
reveal ideological contradictions.

Methodology

The article "Black Humor in "The Season of Migration to the North" by Tayeb
Saleh and Animal Farm by George Orwell" uses a descriptive-analytical method
and relies on library sources to examine the role of literature as a weapon for
political and social criticism. This research aims to reveal the hidden layers of black
humor in the two works, provide a new understanding of the artistic and intellectual
complexities of these novels, and show how literature can provide the audience with
a deeper and more bitter understanding of the mechanisms of power through the
tool of black humor.

Discussion

In the novel The Season of Migration to the North by Tayeb Saleh, black humor is
used as a tool to dissect the consequences of colonialism and the clash of
civilizations. The narrator, a symbol of indigenous intellectualism, encounters bitter
and biting humor when confronted with the character of Mustafa Said—who
himself is a product of the confrontation between East and West. This humor lies at
the heart of the main character’s tragedy; where Mustafa Said confronts the West
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with the tool of “inverted Orientalism,” but ultimately sacrifices himself and his
identity. By using this humor, Saleh not only challenges the hysteria of Western
society, but also depicts the inability of Sudanese society to understand this
complex confrontation. In this work, black humor, like a transparent mirror,
exposes the absurdity of both sides and leaves the viewer in an atmosphere of
ambiguity and doubt.

In contrast, George Orwell's Animal Farm depicts with dark allegory the process
of the perversion of revolutionary ideologies into pure tyranny. By creating a
society of animals that rise up against human oppression, Orwell gruesomely shows
how egalitarian slogans gradually become excuses for the concentration of power
and the elimination of opponents. The dark humor of the work is manifested in the
contrast between the basic principles of the revolution (the Seven Commandments)
and their increasingly distorted interpretations by the pigs. This contrast reaches a
point where, in the end, the new rulers become indistinguishable from the former
oppressors. With this humor, Orwell not only criticizes Stalinist tyranny, but also
warns that any ideology—even with noble intentions—can turn into modern slavery
in the absence of regulatory institutions and a culture of criticism.

Both works use dark humor to critique power structures and ideological conflict,
but with different focuses. Saleh focuses on “cultural conflict” and the identity crisis
caused by colonialism, while Orwell points to “ideological deviation” and the
corrupting nature of absolute power. In The Season of Migration, the humor
emerges from a personal tragedy and is more philosophical and psychological, but
in Animal Farm, the humor is shaped by an allegorical and political narrative and
has a warning message. By employing dark humor, both authors invite the reader to
a profound challenge to rethink truth, power, and morality.

Findings and Conclusion

This study examined the functions of black humor in two works: “The Season of
Migration to the North” by Tayeb Saleh and “Animal Farm” by George Orwell. The
present analysis shows that although these two works were created in different
historical, geographical and cultural contexts, both use black humor as a tool to
confront structures of domination, deceptive ideologies and failures of human

101




C L Black humor in the season... Abdolahad Gheibi & Rozhin Sohrabizadeh
R

ideals. In “The Season of Migration to the North”, Tayeb Saleh uses black humor to
dismantle colonial discourse and show the cultural and psychological contradictions
between the colonized and colonizing worlds. The character of Mustafa Saad, with
all his psychological complexities and destructive actions, is a symbol of this
confrontation. The humor in this novel emphasizes the absurdity resulting from the
clash of civilizations and the inability to create a real dialogue. The result is a
picture in which neither the East nor the West are victorious, but both are caught in
a whirlpool of misunderstanding and violence. On the other hand, in Animal Farm,
Orwell uses allegorical black humor to expose the mechanisms of power and
distorted revolutions. His humor criticizes totalitarianism and the corruption caused
by absolute power. The transformation of the slogan “All animals are equal” into
“All animals are equal, but some are more equal” is the peak of the use of black
humor to show the inversion of revolutionary ideals. In the final comparison, we
can see that the main common point of these two works is the use of black humor
not as a tool for making people laugh, but as a weapon to expose the truth and
challenge dominant narratives. Saleh uses humor to reinterpret postcolonial identity
and the tragedy of the individual in the middle of two cultures, while Orwell uses it
to warn about the vulnerability of societies to totalitarian ideologies.
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