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Abstract

Research in the field of “Arabizations” (borrowed words introduced into the Arabic
language) is of vital importance as a methodological approach to deciphering past cultural
and civilizational exchanges. These words, which often have their roots in the fields of art,
technology, and social structures, reflect the splendor and depth of the influence of
neighboring cultures on the Islamic world. Focusing on the specialized field of music, this
research has analyzed the extraction and examination of Persian musical words and terms
that have found their way into Arabic lexicographic texts through historical paths and have
been “Arabized” there. Using a descriptive-analytical method and an analysis of ten
authoritative sources from major Arabic dictionaries, a considerable collection of these
loanwords was identified and categorized. The findings of the study confirm the pervasive
and deep presence of Persian technical terms in the vocabulary of Arabic music and
strongly emphasize the role of Iranian language and culture as a fundamental factor in the
formation of technical musical terms in Arabic civilization. These results introduce music
as an effective highway in the transmission of the artistic and conceptual heritage of ancient
Iran to the medieval Islamic world.
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Extended Abstract

This study investigates Persian loanwords related to music that entered the Arabic
lexical tradition and were recorded in major Arabic dictionaries. Linguistic contact
between Persian and Arabic, particularly from the early Islamic centuries onward,
resulted in the transmission of numerous cultural and technical terms. Music, as one
of the important fields of cultural exchange, reflects this interaction clearly. Many
musical terms that originated in Persian were adopted into Arabic and later
documented in classical lexicographical works. Examining these terms not only
clarifies the linguistic processes of borrowing and adaptation but also reveals
aspects of the historical exchange between the Persian and Arab musical traditions.

The main objective of this research is to identify and analyze Persian-origin
musical terms that appear in Arabic dictionaries and to examine the linguistic
mechanisms through which they entered Arabic. The study also aims to determine
how these terms were recorded, interpreted, and sometimes reanalyzed by Arab
lexicographers. By focusing on the lexical evidence preserved in dictionaries, the
research contributes to understanding the historical interaction between the two
linguistic and cultural spheres.

The methodology of the research is descriptive-analytical and is based on
lexicographical investigation. A corpus of musical terms of Persian origin was
collected and traced in ten major Arabic dictionaries representing different periods
of the Arabic lexicographical tradition. These dictionaries include some of the most
authoritative works of Arabic lexicography, such as al-‘Ayn, Jamhara al-Lugha,
Tahdhib al-Lugha, al-Sihah, Asas al-Balagha, al-Muhkam, Lisan al-Arab, and Taj
al-‘Arus, among others. Each selected term was examined with regard to its
phonological and morphological form in Arabic, the explanations provided by
lexicographers, and any references to its foreign origin. The analysis also considers
the processes of linguistic borrowing such as phonetic adaptation, morphological
integration, and semantic interpretation within the Arabic lexical system.

The findings of the study indicate that a significant number of musical terms
used in Arabic sources have Persian origins. In many cases, these words were
integrated into Arabic with minimal phonological modification, while in others they
underwent partial adaptation to conform to Arabic phonetic and morphological
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patterns. Some terms appear with the Arabic definite article “al-”, which gives them
an outwardly Arabic form despite their foreign origin. Lexicographers occasionally
identified these words as non-Arabic or Persian, but in other instances they treated
them as part of the Arabic lexicon without explicit mention of their origin. The
comparison of dictionary entries shows variations in definitions, etymological
explanations, and the extent of awareness of their foreign background among
different lexicographers.

The study also demonstrates that the presence of these Persian loanwords in
Arabic dictionaries reflects broader cultural and artistic exchanges between the
Persian and Arab worlds. Musical knowledge, terminology, and theoretical
concepts were transmitted across linguistic boundaries, and the borrowing of
vocabulary accompanied this transmission. Consequently, the lexical record
preserved in Arabic dictionaries provides valuable evidence for reconstructing the
historical development of musical terminology and the intercultural interactions that
shaped it.

In conclusion, the analysis of Persian-origin musical terms in Arabic
lexicographical sources highlights the importance of linguistic borrowing in the
formation of specialized vocabularies. The integration of these terms into Arabic
illustrates how cultural contact influences language development and enriches
technical terminology. By documenting and analyzing these lexical items, the
present study contributes to the fields of historical linguistics, lexicography, and the
history of music, and it sheds light on the linguistic dimension of the long-standing
cultural relationship between Persian and Arabic traditions.

Keywords: Persian loanwords, Arabic lexicography, musical terminology,
language contact, Persian—Arabic linguistic interaction, historical linguistics.
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