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Research Objective and Problem

The research seeks to answer the question of how the two media of writing and
cinema represent the narrative of the event of Ashura through "focalization" or point
of view. In other words, the article attempts to show what effect the difference in
"focal point," meaning the narrator's position and the audience's level of access to
the characters' awareness, has on the theme, emotional, and ideological perception
of the work.

In Beyzai's screenplay, the narrative focus is mostly internal and subjective;
however, in Asadi's film, due to the use of imagery, mise-en-scéne, lighting, and
visual symbols, the focus has shifted from the level of speech to the visual level.
The result is that the screenplay tends towards conceptual analysis, whereas the film
emphasizes the audience's sensory and emotional experience.

Theoretical Framework and Foundations of Narratology

*Corresponding Author's E-mail: Email: Hayati.zahra@gmail.com

This article, titled "Analysis of Focalization in the Screenplay and Film of (The Day of the Event)"
by Shahram Asadi and Bahram Beyzai, is an analytical-descriptive research that, relying on Gérard
Genette's narratology theory and Michael Toolan's perspective, compares Beyzai's screenplay and
Asadi's cinematic adaptation.


mailto:Hayati.zahra@gmail.com

Focalization Analysis in the Screenplay... Zahra Hayati
C L

R

The research proceeds by reviewing the views of narrative structuralists — from
Aristotle to Propp and Gérard Genette. Genette enumerates six narrative processes
(time, mood, voice, mimesis and diegesis, focalization, and framing) and considers
"focalization" a tool for regulating the flow of information.

Focalization is divided into two types: external and internal:
External: Narration from a viewpoint outside the characters' minds (describing
behavior and appearance).

- Internal: Narration from within the characters' minds, displaying their thoughts
and feelings.

Michael Toolan and Rimmon-Kenan enumerate three dimensions for

focalization: perceptual, psychological, and ideological. Especially in the analysis
of religious works, the ideological aspect (the value system of the text) is prominent.

Summary of the Narrative and Story Structure

"The Day of the Event" narrates the conversion to Islam of Shibli, a recent Christian
convert to Islam, who on his wedding night hears a call: "Is there anyone to help
Hussain ibn Ali?" This call begins a mystical journey from doubt to the discovery
of truth. On the path from Kufa to Karbala, Shibli encounters characters and
situations, each representing a stage of awareness and faith.

The article divides the narrative chain into 25 "sub-plots"; from the opening
scene in the bathhouse and Zayd's house to the final encounter with the ruins of
Karbala and seeing the "truth upon the spear." This sequence is based on a
movement from an internal, confined space (the house and dialogues) to an
external, open space (the desert and battle scenes); a journey from doubt to
certainty.

Analysis of Focalization in the Screenplay
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In Beyzai's screenplay, the focalization is predominantly internal and
epistemological. The dialogues are lengthy, and Shibli's mind is the main field of
narration. The three major axes of focalization are:

1. Historical Focalization: Recounting the events of Ashura through the words
of characters and implicit narrators.

2. Ideological Focalization: The contrast between true faith and apparent faith;
self-righteous Muslims versus the faithful Christian convert.

3. Psychological Focalization: Shibli's doubt, questioning, and internal
transformation.

The screenplay, through dialogue, represents the conflict between appearance
and inner reality. Locations (Zayd's house, the square, the desert) have symbolic
functions: the house represents the realm of appearance and society; the desert
represents the realm of solitude and truth. In Beyzai's work, the "desert" is the center
of internal quest, and the language of the text is poetic and philosophical.

Analysis of Focalization in Shahram Asadi's Film

In the cinematic version, the axis of narration has shifted from speech to image.
The desert,light, and silence are the primary tools for conveying meaning.
Focalization is mostly external and sensory;Shibli is seen through the viewer's eyes.

Symbols such as the path,the desert, the star of Gemini, and water have visual
functions and intensify the emotional experience of loneliness, bewilderment, and
thirst for truth.

In the mise-en-scene, the use of long shots, the contrast of light and shadow, and
prolonged silence depict Shibli's mystical experience. The film reflects doubt
through the actor's face and movements instead of dialogue, thus transferring the
"focal point" from language to image.

Comparison of the Two Media and Ideological Function

The comparative analysis shows:
- In the Screenplay: Thought and ideology are central; Shibli represents
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humanity's search for truth, and dialogues are the grounds for presenting
philosophical concepts of Islam and faith.

- In the Film: Sensory and visual experience is important; the audience sees and
feels more than they hear.

Consequently, the screenplay is a "conceptual analysis of the event," while the
film is an "intuitive experience of the event."

From the perspective of ideological focalization, both works are based on three
central contrasts:

1. Muslim / New Muslim (Apparent faith versus true faith)

2. Appearance / Inner Reality (Shari'a versus Truth)

3. Love/ Intellect (Raheleh and Shibli as representations of mysticism and divine
love).

In both media, Hussain (AS) is at the center of truth; but in the screenplay, he is
more of a spiritual symbol, and in the film, he is the tangible embodiment of the
"Light of Truth."

Spatial and Visual Functions
The desert is the most important visual and narrative element in both texts:
- In the screenplay, it symbolizes "bewilderment and search."
- In the film, it is the realm of mystical solitude and the contrast between light
and darkness.
Zayd's house (a closed, social space) versus the desert (an open, individual
space) reinforces the structural contrast between appearance and inner reality.
Visual signs such as water, fire, light, the path, the spear, and the horse each
carry specific religious and mystical concepts that are more prominent in the film.

Final Research Results
The comparative analysis shows:
- In the screenplay, internal focalization is dominant, and the audience's awareness
is shaped through Shibli's mind.
- In the film, external and visual focalization takes its place, and the audience
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approaches truth through sensation and image.

- The screenplay relies on dialogue and thought; the film relies on sensation and
symbol.

- The audience's emotional experience is more pronounced in the film, and the
ideological understanding is deeper in the screenplay.

In summary, the article concludes that Asadi's film, using the possibilities of
cinema, has been able to elevate Beyzai's narrative from the level of thought to the
level of sensory perception and mystical experience, although it has moved away
from the philosophical complexity of the text.

Summary
The research "Analysis of Focalization in the Screenplay and Film of 'The Day of
the Event" is a precise example of comparative studies between literature and
cinema. This study shows how a change in point of view (focalization) transforms
the audience's understanding of the "Truth of Ashura":

- In the screenplay, truth is discovered through reflection and dialogue.

- In the film, it is discovered through observation and feeling.

Thus, both works present two complementary faces of a single worldview:
moving from the externals of religion to the inner reality of faith, and from historical
narrative to the mystical experience of Hussaini truth.
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16. High Angle
17. Restricted focalization

-
>



1£+& Jk«gv‘ra)w;’raj_;) &b’&%;/‘;uﬂjj‘g

)

A JUiil 0% 5 (ya905

sml 4 Jl ploy 5 S plraly g (oot (g asBly Gy, ol 0
e yau Gl Jro doaimo (S5 50 M leen (2505 A o SaS aVaiz (g5le JeilS
L 5l aryed oS sy 1S e sl P lsyne silesnlS g OyS gl b
S e Jike 5y (Seabge 4 |y bl 50,8 o alols dilae el

Sl Sl Sl Aoty (Hnsge 9 53102595

Sheslatul wulo 1y o wlgs cod Lol g o 1y 9,5 (glos jg0 51 dllose &S glaims 4o
WS g0 ST T 3l o9l lmg Jrmge g Sgllan (sLab el S WS sl
& ot Sgsomn oy 5| SIS a5l ol ol o I3l a5 Ll 53 (s
ol glao g DS g alad  iwge dagd (slayas b dilase dgzlge dlaxd o Lol sl ci i
I AR GlaazB L agzlye )3 (S9y0 3l GglS 5l (G5l (amge Bd> (pl 109d 00 e
Ll SledS” ST

18. Parallel editing
19. Extradiegetic focalization
20. Affective focalization
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21. Long takes
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