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Abstract

Satire is a literary technique and also a method of verbal struggle that poets in
oppressive political societies use to criticize the actions of rulers. In this article, the
author has attempted to examine socio-political satire in the poems of Bakhtiari and
Matar. The basis of the humor of these two poets is to criticize the chaotic
conditions of Afghan and Iraqi society in order to reform and eliminate corruption,
which undoubtedly has shaped the common manifestations of the humor of both
painful poets. On the other hand, the goal of the humor of these two poets is not to
make others laugh; rather, their humor pursues grand and valuable goals such as
decolonization and corruption. Many common themes can be seen in the poems of
these two poets, and this article, using a descriptive-analytical method, has
addressed these common themes and the comparison of the thoughts of the two
poets. As a result, it can be said that there are many similarities between the satire
of Wasef Bakhtari and Ahmad Matar, including the revolutionary and
transformative approach of both poets to the rulers of their era through satire,
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criticism of administrative corruption, criticism of colonialism, a reformist
perspective, expressing the pain of the people in the form of satire, and some other
similarities that are explained in detail in this article.

Keywords: Humor, Wasif Bakhtari, Ahmad Matar, Afghanistan, Iraq.

1- Introduction

Certainly, poets and writers in an environment where, for whatever reason, they
cannot seriously and directly express the realities of the ruling system in a country
are forced to take refuge in the hedge of humor in order to express the realities of
society and criticize the actions of state officials, and through this, criticize their
bitter behavior and wrong actions in order to correct them. This is why the tree of
humor has usually grown more and with wider branches in dictatorial and
oppressive countries.

Ahmad Matar and Wasif Bakhtari, two famous poets from two war-torn and
colonialized countries, Afghanistan and Iraq, found the best way to work in satire
and covert speech, and through this, they criticized the rulers of their time and
worked hard to reform and educate the humane behavior of the rulers. Since Ahmad
Matar is famous for his satire, he has expressed various reforming topics in satire,
and Bakhtari also has a lot of satirical experience with his many works, this article
examines Bakhtari's "Statement of the Inheritors of the Earth" with Ahmad Matar's
satirical poems "Lafatat".

“The Declaration of the Inheritors of the Earth!” is one of Wasif Bakhtari’s
poems that for the first time demonstrates his extraordinary power in satire. This
poem, written in the first person, is a story about a dark corner of Afghan history,
expressed in a strong satirical language, and well conveys Wasif Bakhtari’s power
and his mastery of humor, history, and philosophy. In this book, Bakhtari narrates
the ideological nightmare of the Taliban group and expresses the ideological goals
of this group. With his skill in using metaphors, symbols, and historical references,
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he exposes and mocks the secrets of the heart. This poem is twenty-seven pages in
pocket format and with a print run of 1,500 copies was published in the summer of
2004 by the Parnian Publishing Foundation in Kabul, with the efforts of Nasser
Hotaki.

"Lafatat" is the title of a collection of poems by Ahmed Matar, which includes
seven collections of poems expressed in satirical language and mostly criticizes the
actions of Arab statesmen and politicians, which have been banned from
publication in some Arab countries. The book "Lafatat" was published in London
at the poet's personal expense.

1-1. Research Questions
What are the similar and consistent features in the satire of Matar and Bakhtari?
What are the main elements criticized by Bakhtari and Matar?

2-1. Research Method

In this article, using the descriptive-analytical method, the elements of Matar's
satirical criticisms of his works, especially "Lafatat" and Bakhtari's satire from the
small poem "Declaration of the Inheritors of the Earth" have been examined, and
an attempt has been made to match the satire of these two poets with each other
through the approach of assimilation and analogy.

2. Conclusion

The most important results of the present study are: - Bakhtari and Matar's satires
have many similarities and similarities in their criticism of rulers; with the
difference that Bakhtari, using ironic language, puts himself in the clothes of the
rulers and criticizes their ideology, performance, and speeches in such a way that
the reader first feels that the poet is making a statement for others and inviting the
readers to his path; but after a short delay, the reader's perspective is shifted from
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the first person plural to the third person plural, which is the rulers of the poet's time
(the Taliban); but Matar's satire is expressed in the third person at the very
beginning and is a little more specific than Bakhtari's satire.

The satire of both poets has well reflected the chaotic situation of their respective
countries. Both poets have worked towards enlightenment for the deprived classes
of society. Bakhtari and Matar have beautifully depicted the chaotic situation of
Afghanistan and Iraq in the form of satire. The satire of both poets shows that no
authoritarian government can survive without external dependence and support.
From the perspective of both poets' poetry, authoritarian rule has undesirable and
destructive consequences.

- The main elements criticized by these two poets can be considered criticism of
the rulers in the areas of anti-science, anti-colonialism, anti-religion, corruption,
oppression, misogyny, violation of freedom of speech, and violation of human
dignity. Both poets are supporters of freedom and enemies of colonialism and
tyranny. Both poets consider the dissemination and dissemination of religion and
religious experience to be a need of society and beneficial for the people, and
consider the misuse of religion inappropriate and rejected. Bakhtari and Matar
criticize the corruption of the rulers of their time in the strongest terms and demand
reform and elimination of administrative and judicial corruption of the rulers. Most
rulers are presented as cruel, misogynistic, and petrified in Bakhtari and Matar's
satire, and they see no way to reform them except by recounting their oppression
and wrong behavior. Both poets consider human dignity in the eyes of the rulers to
be restored and freedom of speech to be necessary for the existence of free people.

- The way these two poets process humor is a middle path, not the path of insults
and ridicule, and sometimes the satirical Samand walks in completely indirect ways
and far from the poet's intended goal, guiding the reader slowly in her desired
direction, in which Westri seems more agile.
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