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Abstract

After passing through the stage of development, myths are reinterpreted and recreated
many times. Recreating mythological themes in animation is a type of adaptation in
artistic creations. The narrative capabilities, imagery, presence of story elements and
themes related to identification in myths provide an opportunity for writers and
producers of the film industry to create captivating animations for contemporary
audiences. Examining how myths are reproduced in film is an interdisciplinary topic
and one of the research areas in comparative literature. In this article we have tried to
show the recreation of mythological themes in the animation of The Wild Robot
(2023). Given the multidimensionality of the mythological themes of this film we
have used both Mircea Eliade's theory of "cyclic time" and "sacred space" and
Campbell's theory of the "Hero's Journey" to analyze the text. This animation has
been able to convey the mythological themes of "Gaia", the myth of the creation of
"Adam" and the story of "Noah's Ark" to audiences of lower age groups while
creating an atmosphere of entertainment. The research findings show that media
actors who have cultural concerns can reproduce and reinterpret important parts of
cultural and religious beliefs in the form of animation by selecting mythological
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archetypes, and thus have a significant impact on the revival of narratives. They have
a new generation of audiences that are less likely to go to them.

Keywords: Comparative literature, mythology, animation, recreation, The wild robot.

Introduction

Mythology has long served as a repository of cultural values, social ideals, and
spiritual beliefs. As societies evolve, these myths are continually reinterpreted and
adapted to resonate with new generations. In the modern era, where visual storytelling
dominates public discourse, animated films have emerged as powerful mediums for
mythological recreation. Their narrative flexibility, visual richness, and capacity to
engage younger audiences make them ideal platforms for retelling ancient stories in
contemporary contexts.

The Wild Robot, based on Peter Brown's novel (2016), exemplifies this trend by
weaving together multiple mythological motifs—including creation, salvation, and
cyclical renewal—into a compelling narrative that addresses existential questions
about identity, coexistence, and humanity's relationship with nature. The film's
protagonist, Roz, embodies several mythological archetypes, such as the nurturing
earth goddess (Gaia), the fallen yet redemptive figure (Adam), and the savior (Noah).
These symbolic roles allow the film to explore timeless themes through a modern
lens, making it a subject worthy of scholarly investigation.

This paper aims to analyze how The Wild Robot adapts mythological structures
and archetypes using theoretical frameworks from comparative mythology and
literary studies. It seeks to uncover the ways in which ancient myths are transformed
to reflect contemporary concerns, particularly those related to environmental ethics,
technological advancement, and intergenerational dialogue.

Materials and Methods

The methodology employed in this research is primarily qualitative and interpretive.
It draws upon two major theoretical foundations: Mircea Eliade's theories of sacred
space and cyclical time, and Joseph Campbell's monomythic or "hero's journey."
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Elaine's framework is used to examine the symbolic significance of time and place
within the film, particularly how the island serves as a sacred space and how the
natural cycles mirror mythological patterns. Campbell's model is applied to trace
Roz's character arc through the stages of the hero's journey, including her call to
adventure, trials, transformation, and return.

Additionally, the study incorporates comparative literary analysis to identify
parallels between the film's narrative and specific myths—namely, the myth of Gaia,
the Biblical story of Creation and the Fall, and the tale of Noah's Ark. This approach
allows for a deeper understanding of how the film reinterprets these ancient stories to
address modern issues such as ecological balance, artificial intelligence, and the
search for belonging.

The primary source for this analysis is the animated film The Wild Robot (2023).
Supplementary materials include academic articles on mythology and animation,
critical reviews of the film, and secondary sources on mythological theory.

Research Findings

The analysis reveals that The Wild Robot effectively integrates and transforms several
mythological motifs to construct a layered narrative that appeals to both children and
adults. Key findings include:

Sacred Space and Cyclical Time:
The island functions as a sacred space, akin to Elaine's concept of the axis mundi—a
center of order amidst chaos. Roz's presence sanctifies the island, transforming it into
a site of harmony and regeneration.

The passage of seasons and the recurring rthythms of life and death reflect Elaine's
notion of cyclical time, reinforcing the idea of continuity and renewal.

Roz as a Heroine in the Monomythic Tradition:

Roz follows the classic structure of the hero's journey: she is called to adventure when
she crash-lands on the island; she faces numerous trials; she experiences
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transformation through motherhood and empathy; and ultimately returns with a new
understanding of life and responsibility.

Her arc subverts traditional male-dominated heroic narratives by presenting a
female-coded Al as the redeemer of the natural world.

Mythological Parallels:

Gaia Archetype: Roz mirrors the role of Gaia as a nurturing force that maintains
ecological balance. However, unlike Gaia, who is inherently divine, Roz must learn
to become a caretaker through experience and sacrifice.

Adam and the Fall: Roz's arrival on the island echoes the Biblical fall of Adam. Yet,
rather than being expelled from paradise, she creates one through care and
connection.

Noah and the Ark: Like Noah, Roz assumes the role of protector of animal life,
ensuring their survival against external threats. Unlike Noah, however, her salvation
does not require divine intervention or destruction; instead, it emerges organically
from her compassion and resilience.

Ethical and Cultural Reinterpretations:
The film reimagines mythological themes through a secular and environmentally
conscious lens. It emphasizes stewardship over dominion, cooperation over conflict,
and empathy over obedience.

It also introduces post humanist ideas, suggesting that even non-human entities
like robots can embody moral agency and emotional depth.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The results of this study confirm that The Wild Robot is a significant example of how
contemporary animated films can function as vehicles for mythological recreation
and cultural transmission. By drawing on established mythological archetypes and
adapting them to modern sensibilities, the film not only entertains but also educates
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and inspires reflection on pressing global issues.

One of the most notable contributions of this research is its demonstration of how
animation can serve as a bridge between ancient wisdom and contemporary concerns.
While many myths originated in religious or spiritual contexts, The Wild Robot
reinterprets them in a secular, technologically mediated form. This adaptation allows
the film to reach a broader audience while preserving the core messages of the
original myths-particularly those related to ecological responsibility, moral growth,
and the importance of community.

Moreover, the film challenges traditional gender roles by portraying Roz, a robotic
female figure, as a nurturing and morally superior being. This representation aligns
with current discourses on gender equality and expands the scope of heroic
archetypes beyond traditionally masculine models.

From a pedagogical perspective, The Wild Robot offers valuable lessons for young
audiences. Its accessible narrative and emotionally resonant characters provide a
gateway to understanding complex philosophical and ethical issues. The film
encourages viewers to consider their impact on the environment, to value empathy
and cooperation, and to recognize the potential for transformation and redemption in
unexpected places.

In conclusion, The Wild Robot exemplifies the power of animation to revive and
reinterpret mythological traditions in ways that are relevant to today's world. It proves
that ancient myths, far from being obsolete, continue to offer profound insights into
the human condition—especially when reimagined through the creative lens of
contemporary media.

Suggested Further Research
Future studies could expand on this analysis by exploring:

Post humanist perspectives: How do non-human characters like Roz challenge
traditional boundaries between nature, technology, and consciousness?
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Gendered readings: What does Roz's maternal role say about evolving perceptions
of gender and caregiving in modern society?

Cross-cultural comparisons: How might similar mythological themes be
interpreted in animations from different cultural backgrounds?
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