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Abstract

Psychological analysis of character is one of the sub-branches of psychological
criticism, in which the fictional character is analyzed like the character in the real
world, and the behavior patterns of the characters are explained by analyzing the
content of the story. In the theory of mutual behavior analysis, Eric Berne divides
human states and personalities into three behavioral patterns: parent (imitated and
introjected beliefs), child (excited behavior and uncensored instincts), and adult
(processor and rationalist) and states that the above three personality dimensions
exist in all humans; however, one dimension is more dominant and the evolved
human must be able to use all three dimensions in their place because this leads to
mutual understanding and improvement of relations between people. In this
research, referring to the interdisciplinary nature of psychological criticism of
literary works, two novels, namely, A Fraction of the Whole work of Steve Tolts
and Dead Poets Society by N. H. Kleinbaum have been compared and analyzed
using Eric Burn's interactional behavior analysis theory in a descriptive-analytical
way. The results of the research show that the main characters in the mentioned
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novels change freely and at their own will by using the power of choice and give
logical answers to new stimuli. In addition, although the main characters of the two
selected novels were created in two different languages and two different cultural
environments, and with a difference in the time span of about 10 years, in two
different countries, they follow a similar pattern from the perspective of mutual
behavior analysis, in such a way that the framework, structure, base and main
message of both novels are based on the formation of mature thoughts.

Keywords: Comparative literature; personality psychology; interaction analysis; A
Fraction of the Whole; Dead Poets Society.

1. Research background

Investigations show that no research has been done in the field of analyzing the
behavior of the characters of the two selected novels. However, among the studies
conducted on the subject of this article, the following can be mentioned:
Hosseinipour (2013) focused on the mutual behavior of characters in Kalila va
Demna and Marzbannameh. Rostami (2016) investigated the characters in three
stories of Masnavi. Zarifam et al. (2014) discussed the employed Eric Burn’s
theories in order to analyze the adult and parent features of manners in some
Masnavi stories. Razi and Hajti (2013) did the same analysis on the characters of
cow and lion in Kalila and Demna. Finally, Hojaji and Zarifam (2014) investigate
the story of Musa and Shaban through Eric Burn’s theory. As can be seen, the focus
of the aforementioned researches is on the classical literature of Iran, and so far
none of the two novels A Fraction of the Whole and Dead Poets Society have been
studied based on Eric Burn's theory of interaction analysis.

2. Research Objectives and Questions

This research has tried to show how people behave in different situations and how
they reveal their personality in the form of their behavior by applying Eric Burn's
psychological theory in the analysis of the main characters of two selected novels
and that events and adventures have a greater impact on people's character and
behavior, or how characters change the expected or unexpected course of events
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with their behavior and actions. In this research, we try to answer the following two
questions:

1. Considering the behavior of the main characters in two novels, A Fraction of
the Whole and Dead Poets Society, based on the theory of mutual behavior analysis,
what aspects and dimensions do the main characters of the stories reveal?

2. What are the similarities or differences between the main and effective
characters in the two novels from the perspective of Eric Burn's theory?

3. Main Discussion

If we want to compare the speech, behavior and beliefs of adults in the two selected
novels, based on what was said about the stories of the main characters of the two
stories; Martin Dean in the novel A Fraction of the Whole and John Keating in the
novel Dead Poets Society are the best examples of mature inner behavior modes.
Both of them try to act independently and realistically when faced with a problem,
and their effort is to ensure that their feelings, attitudes and behavior regulate the
two parts (child and parent). In the character of Martin Dean and John Keating,
there is an inner adult as an intellectual who knows that he should care about the
child in his place, and the parent in his place. Just as Keating tries to warn his
students from blindly following school traditions and their parents' rules with his
thoughts and words, Martin tries to educate his son Jesper in such a way that he
does not put himself in the fence of imitation and blind following in order to be
accepted in any society. On the other hand, the difference between the interaction
between Martin and Jasper, and John Keating and the students is that since Jasper
was under the upbringing of an adult father, his interaction also moves in the
direction of maturity. For this reason, students who have recently reached puberty
under the guidance of an adult teacher and have been surrounded by their parents'
thoughts until then, go through a more difficult process than someone who was born
in the home of intellectuals.

In the novel Dead Poets Society, the dominant model on the personality of the
parents of Welton's students is the controlling, autocratic and critical parent type,
which tries to unconditionally and imitatively obey traditional customs and rules;
What Mr. Nolan, the headmaster, was doing with the students, and Martin Dean,
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Neil's father, was doing with Neil. For this reason, the relationship between the
parent model (parents, principal and school teachers) with the students is a cross
relationship. Because none of the two parties can convince each other, their
conversation is usually left half-finished and one or both parties leave each other
angry and annoyed. Also, the interactive relationship between parents (including:
parents, managers and teachers) with students is of parent-child type.

Among the other characteristics of Mr. Nolan and Neil's father, whose
personality dimension was already explained, was that they play the role of
omniscient and blamer in social relations.

Mr. Nolan's parent and the father of Neal, consider it his duty to criticize the
childlike state of the students and even the mature state of Mr. Keating in order to
establish his consistency and durability with this criticism and blame.

The type of parent embedded in the characters of this novel remains in a static
state until the end, without the slightest change and transformation, and even after
Neal's death, regret and procedural change do not happen in the work of the school
and Welton's principal and teachers. However, in the novel A Fraction of the Whole,
the personality of the parent is abundantly seen, but the type of the parent, as in the
novel Dead Poets Society, is not repressive, dictatorial and controlling, but it is a
supportive parent to a large extent, and features like care, concern, forgiveness and
ease. For example, the character model of the father in Terry Dean has turned him
into a chameleon because when he is placed in any group, he becomes like it, but
like the characters of the father in the novel Dead Poets Society, he does not
consider himself forced and obliged to follow their rules, because he is under the
upbringing of his parents. The suppressor has not grown. Parents' beliefs have been
pointed out to him, but he has not been imprisoned in conventional beliefs and his
behavior and actions unconsciously follow the beliefs and teachings he learned as
a result of living with Martin or under Harry West's criminal teachings.

In both novels, the child model dominates the actions of some characters. In the
novel Dead Poets Society, whose main characters are students, the character model
of all Welton students, especially Todd Anderson, is "child", that this being a child
has more of an imposed aspect than a choice, while in the novel A Fraction of the
Whole, the child model is internalized on the characters through the parent's beliefs,
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but it is not imposed or forced; that is, by updating the parent's information, it is
possible for them to change. These characteristics are completely crystallized in
Jasper Dean's character; but one of the differences between the inner child in the
novel A Fraction of the Whole and Dead Poets Society is that in the novel A
Fraction of the Whole, the inner child of most characters in the story is inconsistent;
but in the novel Dead Poets Society, the child in the students is initially compatible,
while after planting the seeds of Carpe Diem (Seize the day) in their institution, the
child in all of them comes out of the static state and takes a thoughtless and
incompatible form against the force of laws and traditions.

4. Conclusion

Although the two novels were created in two different languages and two different
cultural spaces, and countries, they follow a similar pattern from the point of view of
analyzing mutual behavior. In both novels, there are three dimensions of adult, parent
and child character, and for each dimension, at least one example can be seen in the
characters of the story. For example, in Dead Poets Society, John Keating is the best
example for the adult dimension or Mr. Nolan is the best example for the parent
dimension and Todd Anderson is the best example for the child dimension. In the novel
A Fraction of the Whole, Martin Dean, the parent side, Terry Dean, the adult side, and
Jasper the child side represent the character. More importantly, prominent characters
in the two selected novels are influenced by their situation and environment in three
familial, social and cultural variables. Depending on the different situations created, in
three emotional states (parent, adult and child), they have mutually influenced each
other differently. Also, researches show that the parent's personality dimension,
compared to other personality dimensions, had more expression in the behavior of the
characters. In the novel A Fraction of the Whole, this personality dimension with
characteristics such as: support, constructive criticism, kindness, etc. has been revealed.
In the novel Dead Poets Society, the parent is more repressive, domineering and
blaming, who considers the child as his colony and wants to control his fate and
behavior in order to fulfill his unfulfilled dreams in his future. The anxiety and conflict
that is seen more than other states in the behavior of these characters indicates the
characteristics of the child's personality dimension. As a result, in both novels, at the
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beginning, the child's character expresses the beliefs of the parents he imitated in his
actions, but at the end of the story, he reaches a streak of awakening and self-awareness.
In the novel Dead Poets Society, compared to the characters in the novel A Fraction of
the Whole, the child side behaves more recklessly and emotionally.

The personality dimension of the child shows itself in both books with
characteristics such as: fear, emotional decision-making, obedience and
impressionability. The number of people with the predominance of the child's
personality dimension in the novel Dead Poets Society is more than in A Fraction of
the Whole. The feature that is common in both works from the child's dimension in
the behavior of the characters is the characteristic of fear, with the difference that in
the novel Dead Poets Society the child's dimension expresses its fear and weakness,
but in the novel A Fraction of the Whole, the character of child tries to deny the fear
or prevent it from appearing. This fear is often caused by external and environmental
factors or being criticized for breaking tradition and acting contrary to custom. The
child's personality dimension has been defeated by other dimensions more than other
personality dimensions in their interactions. In other words, the child dimension is
more involved in mental and psychological states and defense mechanisms than in
other dimensions and has been influenced by them.

The framework, structure, base, and main message of both novels are based on the
predominance of mature thoughts, which is the most important meeting point of the
novels with the theory of reciprocity. Eric Burn's most important goal of this theory
is to strengthen the mature dimension of human behavior and improve the quality of
relationships between them. In both novels, individual thinking is invited and blindly
following the parent's behavior and habits is condemned. In the novel Dead Poets
Society, John Keating invites his students to "carpe diem™ and free choice. In the
novel A Fraction of the Whole, in all the stories, he reads to his son during his
childhood, Martin invites him to be free-thinking and get rid of publicism. This is the
meeting point of mature thoughts in two treatments.

Although the focus of most of the characters' behaviors in both novels is the
parent's personality dimension, and the most behavioral conflict occurs between the
parent and the child's dimension, in the end, the mature personality dimension affects
other dimensions more successfully than other personality dimensions. Most of the
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interpersonal behaviors are cross-type behaviors and complementary behaviors are
less visible, and in the continuation of the story, when the child dimension
experiences the spectrum of the adult dimension, it turns into angular and double
interactions and relationships.
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