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Abstract

The chaste love story of Qays ibn al-Mulawwah and Laila bint Mahdi in the
Umayyad era and in the Hijaz is one of the famous love stories that has been widely
reflected not only in Arabic literature, but also in Persian, Turkish, Kurdish, and
other literatures. In this story, due to the excitement of love, Qays reveals the secret
of his relationship with Laila, and this angers Laila's family to prevent their
marriage. The story of Mam Alan is one of the Kurdish folk love stories in which
Mam, the only son of the king of Yemen, loves Zin, the sister of Mir Zin al-Din,
the ruler of the Jazir city, despite the wish of his parents, and the Baker devilish’s
intrigues prevent their marriage. Ahmad Khani, the 17th century poet of Kurdish
literature, composed this love story in his literary masterpiece titled Mam and Zin
and although he has been influenced by the folk tale "Mam Alan™ in his poem, he
completely transformed and re-created it. In this research, using the descriptive-
analytical method, it is studied how the chaste love and its differences and
similarities are reflected in the two mentioned works. The results of the research
show that in both stories, the features of chaste love have appeared, with the
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difference that the end of Mam and Zin's story, unlike the story of Majnoon Laila,
ends with a divine and true love, and the virtual love is introduced as a bridge to
reach true love. Based on this, the story of Majnoon Laila is just a love story, but
Mam and Zin is a love and mystical story in which the expression of chaste love is
more and deeper.

Keywords: Chaste love; comparative literature; Majnoon Laila; Mam and Zin;
Ahmad Khani.

Introduction

The story of Majnoon Laila is the story of chaste love between two young people
named Qays ibn Mulawwah and Laila bint Mahdi from the Banu Amir tribe, which
happened during the Umayyad period in the Hijaz and ended in their separation. In
this story, Qays is a beautiful and tasteful young man who falls in love with Laila
from childhood when they were herding sheep together. Their love overwhelms
Qays to the point that contrary to tribal customs and laws he is unable to conceal
his love. He expresses his romantic feelings in beautiful poems, and thus the story
of their love spreads among the people, which angers Laila's family and leads them
to oppose their marriage. Consequently, Qays goes to the desert and composes
beautiful poems expressing his pain of separation and longing to see Laila and he
became known as the Majnoon Laila.

In the 4th century AH, Abu'l-Faraj Isfahani narrated and compiled the story of
Laila and Majnoon and the poems of Qays ibn Mulawwah under the title "Akhbar
Majnoon Bani Amir and his lineage" and he played a major role in preserving and
transmitting it to future generations. After Abu'l-Faraj Isfahani, in the 5th century
AH, Abu Bakr al-Walbi narrated the story in his book Qissat Majnoon Laila, which
is considered one of the famous narratives of the story of Majnoon Laila. The story
of Majnoon Laila is also reflected in the books Al- Shier wa al-Shuara by Ibn
Qutaiba, Al-Zahra by Muhammad Bin Dawud Zahiri and Masaria Al-Ushag by Ibn
Siraj (Krachkovskiy, 2012, pp. 23-21)

In contemporary Arabic literature, Ahmad Showqi has narrated this story in his
play Majnoon Laila and Salah Abd al- Sabour in his play Laila and Majnoon. This
love story has also been reflected in the literature of other Muslim nations, including
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Persian, Turkish and Kurdish literature. The most important literary work in Persian
literature in this field is Nizami Ganjavi's Laila and Majnoon and in Kurdish
literature is Harith Badlisi's poem Laila and Majnoon.

One of the Kurdish folkloric love stories is the story of Mam Alan, which was
narrated by the German orientalist Oskar Mann from the language of Rahman Baker
Mokriani and collected in the book Tohfeh-e Mozaffarieh. In Kurdish folklore, Mam
Alan is the story of Mam, the only son of the king of Yemen, who, despite the
wishes of his parents, falls in love with Zin, the sister of Mir Zayn al-Din, the ruler
of Jazeer. Mam, accompanied by his loyal friend Bangin, who was the son of the
Yemeni minister, travels a great distance from Yemen to Jazeer to see Zin and
endures many hardships. But every time they hope to meeting, the evil Baker plots
and sabotages the fulfillment of the desire of two young people to the point that he
convinces Mir Zin al-Din to imprison Mam and eventually kill him. After that,
when Zin, with her brother's permission, goes to visit Mam's grave, she dies beside
the grave of her beloved (Oskaraman, 2011, pp. 158-143).

Ahmad Khani, the renowned poet of the 17th century Kurmanji Kurdish
literature, also composed this love story in his literary masterpiece titled Mam and
Zin. Although in his poem he had in mind the folkloric story Mam Alan, he
completely transformed it and rewrote it. In his poem Mam and Zin, Ahmad Khani
did not merely narrate the story of the chaste love of these two lovers, but also
expressed many of his own intellectual, philosophical, epistemological, national
and existential concerns. Ahmad Khani's Mam and Zin is considered one of the
world's literary masterpieces which has been translated into several living
languages of the world, including German, English, Russian, French, Dutch,
Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Sorani Kurdish.

Research Method
In this research, using the descriptive-analytical method, the chaste love is
investigated in the two love stories of Majnoon Laila (narrated by Abu al-Faraj al-
Isfahani in the book Al-Aghani) and Mam and Zin by Ahmad Khani. It also seeks
to answer the following questions:

1. How is the chaste love reflected in Arabic and Kurdish literature?

2. What similarities are there in the reflection of chaste love in the two stories of
Majnoon Laila and Mam and Zin?
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3. What differences are there in the reflection of chaste love in the two stories of
Majnoon Laila and Mam and Zin?

Conclusion

The study of chaste love reflection in the two stories of Majnoon Laila and Mam
and Zin reveals that the various characteristics of chaste love, such as purity,
loyalty, freedom from lust and desire, enduring the hardships of love, the turmoil
of lovers, death in the way of love, and so on, are evident in both stories.

In the story of Majnoon Laila, Majnoon remains faithful to Laila until the day of
his death, and endures all hardships and sacrifices his life in the way of his love.
But on the other side of the story, Laila, out of respect for tribal customs and family
honor, agrees to a forced marriage and never betrays her husband, protecting his
dignity and honor. Laila also carries Majnoon’s love in her heart and constantly
invites him to patience and hope for meeting in the hereafter. However, she is
accused of infidelity for not accompanying Majnoon and leaving him alone.

In the story of Mam and Zin as well, all moral principles are observed, and the
lovers always have been far from moral vices and following the ego and its desires.
Both sides of the story have endured the hardships and consequences of their love,
and sometimes they hope for a meeting and sometimes they are disappointed after
the appearance of obstacles. They remain faithful to each other until the day of their
death and in the end of the story, they had no fate other than separation and death.
However, by attributing their fate to divine destiny and hoping for meeting in the
hereafter, they embrace death.

At the end of the story, Majnoon, by leaving a manuscript and cursing Laila's
father, shows that his love was virtual and had no higher purpose, and by forgetting
his own mistakes, he blames others. However, the story of Mam and Zin ends
completely mystically. The lovers in this story are not only unhappy with the lack
of meeting and do not think of cursing and revenge, but they are grateful to God
that the existence of these obstacles has caused their love to become a divine and
true love with greater purposes. As a result, in this story, virtual love was not the
main, but a bridge to reach true love. Based on this, it can be said that the story of
Majnoon Laila is simply a love story in which chaste love is reflected in many parts,
but, the story of Mam and Zin is not just a love story, but a mystical and romantic
story in which the intensity of the reflection of chaste love, because of its mystical
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nature, is much greater than that of the Arabic story of Majnoon Laila.
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