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Abstract

The definition and individual perception of phenomena, while unique
and personal, often connect to a collective spirit, leaving a shared imprint
and memory within society. Scholars and critics in the field of humanities
have referred to these shared spirits and overarching ideas as implicit
concepts, akin to myths. Whether manifested as myths passed down
through generations or as abstract mental concepts, this study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach to explore the comparative analysis,
similarities, and differences between two narratives: "Keikhosrow and
Sarai" in Turkic Azerbaijani literature. This analysis centers around the
ancient motif and myth of immortal death through water, drawing upon
the American school of thought. Both stories revolve around the themes
of death and water, whether interpreted as the immortality and spiritual
death of Keikhosrow or the symbolism of purity that leaves no physical
trace of the protagonist, Sarai. In both cases, these myths and legends gift
their heroes with a form of death as they pass through the element of
water.
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Background research

Many studies have extensively explored the themes of death and the
rejuvenation of life associated with water in myths and separately in the
story of Keikhosrow and Sarai. However, there has been no specific
research addressing the topic of this paper. In the story of Keikhosrow,
often considered the most important king in the Shahnameh, scholars
such as Gholamzadeh (2011) have examined various aspects of his
character, including his mythological journey and rebirth through being
nurtured in the mountains. Rezaei and Parnian (2019) have delved into
the character of Keikhosrow throughout his life stages, exploring his
mystical death and the importance of fulfilling his final mission
effectively, despite his kingship. Qaemi (2019) has analyzed the whole
story of the life of Khosrow from the beginning (the end but the
beginning) with a mythological perspective and he sees Keikhosrow
going to the spring from the perspective of a hero and a seeker who must
fulfill his last mission well.

In the story of Sarai, Alikhani and Namvar Motalagh (2023) have
explored the theme of love in the Sarai myth, focusing on the act of the
beloved's self-sacrifice in the absence of her lover. This act can be seen
as a form of martyrdom on her path of love. Pourkarimi Shirabe has
analyzed the mythological aspects of the Sarai story, emphasizing the
symbolic nature of the mother's death, the significance of the number one
in relation to the loyalty of Kishi Sultan, Sarai's singular status, and
Sarai's unwavering loyalty to a single shepherd. Moreover, the role of
water, life enhancement, and Sarai's return to her mother have been
discussed (date of article not specified). This paper concludes that the
Sarai story has greater potential for exploration from a psychoanalytical
and sociological perspective.

Karimi Firoozjai and Akbari (2017) have examined the semiotic
aspects of the Sarai myth, including the primary and secondary signifier-
signified pattern throughout the entire story. They also explored the
significance of the one in relation to the loyalty of Kishi Sultan. Turk
Ladani and Rezaei (2018) analyzed the comparative investigated of
Homer's "Odyssey" and "Sarai". The role of women in both stories and
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women's loyalty to the family is the most characteristic of this research.
Afkhami and Zeinali Onari (2018) have investigated the impact of the
Sarai story on the culture of women in Ardabil and the ongoing influence
it holds. They have proposed an Iranian-Azerbaijani female archetype
model in the context of modern cultural issues, which may aid women in
self-recognition and bolster their self-confidence.

This study undertakes a comparative analysis of a written and national
work and an oral (folk) work in literature. It examines the extent to which
oral (folk) works align with written and national works. Around the
world, folk literature is influenced by epic literature and adapts its
elements, infiltrating and branching into new forms. Thus, it appears that
the influence of national myths on Azerbaijani folk stories remains intact.

Research questions
This study aims to answer the following research questions:

1. Based on similarities and, despite the significant temporal
differences between these two stories, what is the shared myth or implicit
concept that they may embody?

2. What connection can be found between specific names
(Keikhosrow - Sarai) and nature in the mythification of individuals?

The assumption is that nature is not made up of human rules and laws;
it does not adhere to them and is related to sacred time. It seems that if
we consider mythology as existence and concealment in the collective
memory of each people, the reproduction of the Sarai folk story in
connection with timeless nature reveals its repetitive cycle, establishing
the message of return and merging with nature as the foundation of
rebirth and immortality. In this context, the association of the name
Keikhosrow with the sun and the amalgamation of the name Sarai with
the moon also signify this connection.

Main discussion
The main discussion is about a death for rebirth, a death for returning to
the initial state of life. The reason for this rebirth and regeneration,
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immersion in water, is actually related to the myth of water. The most
important part of the Keikhosrow story mentioned in Shahnameh and
recounted in the oral traditions of some regions (Gashtash, 2013, pp. 120-
126) is the tale of a special spring where Keikhosrow rejuvenates and
relinquishes life and kingship. From this point onward, he leaves no
material trace behind. Similarly, Sarai, an oral folk tale from the
Azerbaijani region, tells the story of courage, self-sacrifice, and the purity
of a woman named Sarai. She also immerses herself in the cold river
waters for reasons of her own, leaving no material trace behind. The
physical body of these two characters does not fall into the hands of
friends or foes. Nevertheless, their stories become famous and renowned
in the same era and day. This repetition on hearts and tongues, in a way,
symbolizes the rebirth of these characters.

The essence and foundation of this research are the comparative and
intercultural similarities between national epics and local folk stories. In
this paper, we face two intercultural and interlingual issues: nation and
local cultures, and nation and local languages. No text stands
independently and alone. All texts draw from each other. "The common
meanings elicited by texts are sufficient reason for their comparative
analysis. No text is completely independent, and the signs of this lack of
independence can be seen in various forms of evidence: from direct
allusions to characters, lines, titles, or citations from other texts to the
indirect reflection of linguistic expressions, literary structures,
imaginative images, or themes of past works. In a word, our literature has
an 'intercultural’ nature™ (Koush, 2022, p. 163). The common meaning in
these two works is death and its relationship with rebirth. However, in
one, the hero is male, and in the other, female. The two systems of
patriarchy and matriarchy form the basis of mythical heroes and epics.
Perhaps oral works (like Sarai) where the hero is female are reminiscent
of an era far from the values of land and women and mothers, and they
reopen the door to paternalistic national and formal written works. Folk
literature, through scattered stories, envisions motherhood, abundance,
and multiplicity, while official written literature and formal language
impose paternal order on all these stories.
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Conclusion

The essence of various myths can be summarized and expressed in the
word "return.” Returning to a previous time, place, or person before the
current time. Returning to a sacred time without pain and suffering,
returning to one of the parents. Humans, alongside the unknown, have a
strange inclination to reread their life history, and for some individuals,
the current time and place are incorrect and unholy. Keikhosrow, with all
the power and authority he possesses during his reign, decides to return,
either in a quest for immortality or to escape the fear of sin. While Sarai
did not contemplate such matters in her normal state of life, she too
becomes afraid with the onset of impurity. She disregards her palace and
wealth, preferring to return over staying in such a time and place. The
interpretation that comes to mind from both stories is that such characters
were never meant to remain from the beginning of creation. Although
death is universal, for individuals like them, it must take a specific form
and ritual to endure in the annals of human memory. Death in the passage
through water, more than resembling death, is an interpretation of life.
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