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Abstract

The present article deals with the comparative study of literary fiction and
music in the short story Marsh al-Ghroub by Youssef Idris, based on
comparative literature criticism studies and with a semiotics discourse
approach. In this story, in addition to the musical title, a kind of folk music
related to the profession, in the overall structure of its plot, advances the
narrative sequence. In this discourse three types of active, tense and
aesthetic presence are formed and the main core of the process of meaning
IS aesthetic presence. At this stage, the music becomes the essence of
music. Therefore, the issue that arises is what the aesthetic presence is
based on. How the dialogue between literature and music guarantees the
transformation of the world? This research examines three types of
presence in this story with a descriptive-analytical method, and at the same
time, they refer to the role of title, place, and time. This study shows that
the subject, passing through two relations of action and tension due to the
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phenomenological view, reaches one of presence and aesthetic moment,
and its manifestation is shown in his improvisation and his ecstatic and
transcendental relationship with existence. At this stage, due to the
disturbance in the action and tension relationship, the literary narrative
suffers a deficiency in its progress, from here, literature and music enter a
dialogue, and the reflection of the voice of the narrative is entrusted to
music.

Keywords: ~ Comparative  narratology;  discourse  semiotics;
phenomenology of perception; Marsh al-Ghroub; Yusuf Idris.

Research background

So far, studies have been conducted in the field of music analysis in
various narrative works, for example, Asad Muhammad Ali (1985) in the
book Between Literature and Music, a comparative study in narrative art,
has examined the technical concept of the issue of influence between
literary arts and musical arts and the nature of general and specific links
between them. In this book, a number of world literature novels have
been selected for a more detailed examination of the links between music
and literature, each of which uses musical techniques in a special way.
Shabli and Qidoom (2021) in the article "The function of music in the
Al-Bait Al-Andalusi novel by Wasini Al-Araj"”, have examined how
music is reflected in the semantic, lexical and aesthetic dimensions, as
well as its application and goals. Hafsi (2019) in the article "The
experience of musical creation in the novel Sharafat Bahr al-Shamal by
Vasini al-Araj" has examined the function of music with regard to
different themes in the novel. Delshad (2021) in the article "Musical
narrative and its basic components in the novel Al-Masaer by Rabi al-
Madhoun”, has examined the musical framework, beat and the
relationship of music with time. Among the studies close to the present
article, we can mention one article, that of Alboghbish and Golbayai
(2021) entitled “Literature and music link in the narrative of the
symphony of the dead", which is based on the critical study method and
by comparing this work from a structural point of view with Dmitri
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Shostakovich's Symphony No. 5; they have investigated the discovery of
links between the two arts of music and literature and the role-playing
quality of music in shaping the interrelated system of this narrative. So
far, no research has been done in the field of comparative analysis of
music and narrative from the point of view of semiotics.

An independent research has been done about the story of "Marsh al-
Ghroub”. Ahlam Abdul Latif Awad Hadi, in the book The Symphony of
Existence in the Short Story of Marsh al-Ghroub Yusuf Idris, has
analyzed this story with a critical approach and compared it to the
collection of stories of Qa' al-Madinah as a whole. Due to the lack of
access to this book in electronic form, the information in this field is
summarized on the website of Malek Abdulaziz University, which
indicates a general critical approach to this story, based on which the
structure of the story and its themes and symbols have been examined.

Research objectives and questions

This study, based on the approach of discourse semantics criticism, deals
with the comparative analysis of literary narrative and music in the short
story Marsh al-Ghrub by the contemporary Egyptian writer Youssef Idris.
Therefore, the questions that are raised are: what is the aesthetic presence
based on? How the dialogue between literature and music guarantees the
transformation of the world and causes a change in the relationship
between the subject and existence? Our hypothesis is that the aesthetic
flow is based on the subject's phenomenological look and presence, and
this changes his relationship with the world and music, and in this regard,
the interaction of music and literature expands and deepens. Our research
method in this study is based on a discourse study with a semantics
approach that studies the three discourse systems of action, tension and
aesthetics in this narrative. Also, this method is a process method based on
which it discusses the passage from the action phase to the tension phase
and then entering the aesthetic and ecstatic or phenomenological phase and
the system of adapting literature and music.
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Main discussion

The discourse subject first appears as an actor in the discourse scene; he
tries his best to achieve the value of selling syrup. It is late afternoon and
time is flying by, and he still has not sold many pints since morning.
Therefore, he tries to attract people's attention by playing cymbals and
saying phrases. This stage is the stage of the subject's cognitive presence
and action, and the subject adjusts his relationship with the world by
planning and puts the gauges in the service of a planned task, which is to
reach the sale value of the syrup. Gradually, this active presence is
disturbed, because the seller attempts to take over the value of the sale of
syrup and earn a living fails. Therefore, the subject enters the tense phase.
This relationship is such that based on the pressure that is applied to his
body in relation to the world, or the negative energy that is applied to him
due to the occupied space of the surrounding world, he begins to change
the sound of the scales. At this stage, the rhythm of the music changes from
the mode of contraction and high pressure and intense rhythm to the mode
of expansion, which gradually leads to the fall and fading of the sound.
The domination of the outside world on the mind of the subject puts him
in the state of Bushi. In the Bushi stage, the subject enters the stage of
aesthetic pleasure. In this regard, we can refer to the phenomenological
view and presence of the subject. After leaving the tense presence in the
new situation, the subject stops taking action. What happens to him is that
he gets frustrated; the narrator uses the word "despair" twice. The subject's
desperation, his stopping as if he is waiting for a miracle, walking slowly
and then standing on one side and staring at the world, express the subject's
turning to the outside of himself and the discussion of gaze in the
phenomenology of perception. At this stage, we witness the phenomenal
presence of the body; the result of Shushgar's desperation and
astonishment and his gaze is reflected in his improvisation and physical
communication. In fact, the narrator places us in the heart of the aesthetic
event through physical characteristics. In fact, here the swashbuckler first
suddenly finds himself in a perceptual relationship in accordance with
existence, and the change that is revealed in him is an improvisation
without awareness. In this way, when the subject becomes defeated by the
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cognitive, action and practical world and does not do anything nor seek
this cognitive relationship anymore while passing through the tension
stage (pressure and contraction), it becomes a subject left in space. It is at
this time that the gauge leaves the status of a tool or a means to reach the
goal and becomes a process or flow that produces aesthetic perception.
This is where the essence of music begins to manifest itself. This is where
the literary narrative gives way to music and the dialogue between music
and literary narrative takes place. This is the new birth and transformation
that causes ecstasy and dance with existence to occur in the subject, and as
a result, everything becomes essential.

Conclusion

This analysis shows that in the state of action and cognitive relationship
with the world, the subject seeks to acquire material value and reach a
practical goal and uses music for this purpose. In this stage, the element
of time has a linear and elastic function, and the place also has the role of
referring to a famous bridge in Egypt. By creating an analogical
relationship with the march in the beating of the cymbals and their
intensity, the titling brings the cymbals into aesthetic codes. But the stage
of active presence is not a complete stage and it faces failure and
disruption in reaching the goal. Therefore, the subject enters into a tense
relationship with the world and leaves the order of action. Following the
pressure imposed on the subject by the general atmosphere, he changes
his relationship with the music and the rhythm of the music begins to
subside and disperse. The subject does not reach a conclusion from the
tense stage. Both the action and tension stages are faced with disruptions
in the narrative system. The link between music and narrative in these
two stages is a structural, practical and cognitive. By passing through
these two stages, the subject gradually enters the Bushi stage and
aesthetic presence as a result of frustration, astonishment, and passing
through repeated signs. This stage, which is created due to the dominance
of the worldview and phenomenological view of the subject, causes him
to forget his cognitive program and tense presence. This new perception
causes music to go out of its mere instrumental state and become an
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aesthetic object, and the essence of music begins to manifest itself, and
this is where the essence of music manifests itself in the excitement and
shaking of the subject and phenomena. This is where the dialogue
between music and literary narrative is realized. Therefore, the literary
narrative proceeds until we are in a cognitive state, that is, all cognitive
equations and all cause-and-effect equations; but when the literary
narrative suffers from deficiency and disorder, it calls for music to fill
this deficiency. This is where the meter/music emerges as a
representative of the literary world. At this stage, the place becomes a
narrative place and its symbolic dimension is highlighted. Time also
acquires a macroscopic and objective aspect due to the transfer and effect
of music on the subject's body and phenomena.
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