[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2024-05-13 ]

The Influence of Situational Context on the Semantics of
Epithets in Hafez Mousavi’s and Wad1® Sa‘adah’s Poetry

Hediyeh Ghasemifard*
Naser Zare?
Mohammad Javad Pourabed?
Rasool Ballawy*

1. Introduction

As an effective instrument in functional linguistics for examining the factors
affecting the inference of meanings, situational context probes the relationship
of words and sentences to instances outside the language system. The study of
this context leads to an understanding of the meanings of literary techniques,
including epithets. Epithets are the artistic use of adjectives in the speech that
has different meanings in the context of literary speech. In this research,
Halliday's Functional Linguistics theory was followed, to address the influence
of the situational context in the semantics of the epithets in the poetry of Hafez
Mousavi (1954), a contemporary Iranian poet, and Wadi® Sa‘adah (1948), a
contemporary Lebanese poet. The following research questions were raised:

1. What influence does the situational context have on understanding the
meanings of the epithets of Mousavi and Sa‘adah poems?
2. What are the signified for the epithets of the poems of these two poets?
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3. What are the similarities and differences in the situational texture of the
epithets of the two poets' poems?

2. Materials and Methods

This research, based on the descriptive-analytical method, was conducted with
the aim of analyzing the poems of Hafez Mousavi and Wadi® Sa‘adah in terms
of the impact of the situational context in the semantics of the epithets of these
two poets. For this purpose, the views and opinions of Halliday were chosen as a
principle in the field of linguistics. In order to create a kind of harmony in the
study of Mousavi and Sa‘adah 's poems, this study has assigned the title of each
section to the common concepts arising from the epithets of their poems, and
then in order to investigate the influence of context in the semantics of the
epithets of the two poets' poems, the three experiential, interpersonal, textual
functions were examined in connection with field, tenor, and mode of discourse.

3. Findings
Epithets are a kind of frequent literary technique in Mousavi and Sa‘adah 's
poetry, which shows the dominant discourse of their poems to the reader. Most
of the epithets of the poems of these two poets are accompanied by explanations.
The meanings of the epithets in Mousavi's and Sa‘adah's poems can be
divided into two categories, dark and light, which due to personal misfortunes as
well as the political and social developments, the dark meanings dominate the
poems more than the bright meanings, which often change with flashes of hope.
Perhaps the only difference in the application and reception of the meaning
of the epithets in the poems of the two poets can be seen in the introductions of
the Chinese poems and the explanations that Sa‘adah expresses in order to
illustrate the concept of the epithets. This is less common in Mousavi's poems.
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The tendency towards fictional literature and its characteristics is one of the
most obvious features of the epithets in the two poets' poems.

The frequent choice of Mousavi and Sa‘adah as the main participants of the
clauses is effective in directly inducing the emotions of the two poets.

Infinitives in clauses in which epithets are used are material, relational,
mental or behavioral, and the frequency of infinitives of mental verbs is less than
other verbs. Maybe the choice of narrative style for the clauses in which epithets
are used is not ineffective in this matter.

The relationship of the two poets with the past and the description of the
current situation has caused the most frequent tenses to be present and past.

Except for one clause, the content of the clauses is declarative; it is obvious
that the epithets specific to the two poets and the society are empty of imperative
sentences. Because each clause is declarative, it often induces the concept of
probability and commonness; although the concept of desire is also seen in the
clauses, it is not very frequent, so most of the epithets have appeared in the form
of the subjective element of dependence.

Declarative and persuasive speech roles in clauses are almost similar in terms
of repetition. It seems that these two poets are determined to share their inner
desires with the audience in addition to informing the facts.

4. Conclusion

The results showed that the meanings of the epithets in the two poets could be
divided into two categories- dark and light. The frequency of dark epithets was
higher than light ones due to the depiction of social issues. However, there is
often a glimmer of hope throughout their poetry. Narrative style and its
corresponding features are among the most obvious stylistic characteristics of
the epithets of the two poets. The poets’ choices as the prominent participants in
the clauses caused their direct presence in the poetry space. The notification
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mood is frequent in the clauses, inducing the concept of probability and
commonality in the form of the dependency aspect element because the two
poets choose epithets as an arena to express their biographies and societies.

Keywords: Functional linguistics; situational context; semantics; epithets;
Hafez Mousavi; Wadi® Sa‘adah.
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