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I must not cry. | must behold them indifferently ... . I must make phrases and
phrases and so interpose something hard between myself and the stare of

housemaids, the stare of clocks, staring faces, indifferent faces, or I shall
cry (Woolf, 2000: 16).
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But now silence falling pits my face, wastes my nose like a snowman stood
out in a yard in the rain. As silence falls | am dissolved utterly and
become featureless and scarcely to be distinguished from another (Ibid:
127).
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Had | been born, said Bernard, not knowing that one word follows another |
might have been, who knows, perhaps anything. As it is, finding
sequences everywhere, | cannot bear the pressure of solitude. When |

cannot see words curling like rings of smoke round me | am in
darkness—I am nothing (Ibid: 73).
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How tired | am of stories, how tired | am of phrases that come down
beautifully with all their feet on the ground! Also, how | distrust neat
designs of life that are drawn upon half sheets of notepaper. | begin to

long for some little language such as lovers use, broken words,
inarticulate words, like shuffling of feet on the pavement (Ibid: 135).
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What is the use of painfully elaborating these consecutive sentences when
what one needs is nothing consecutive but a bark, a groan? (lbid: 142)
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Heaven be praised for solitude that has removed the pressure of the eye, the
solicitation of the body, and all need of lies and phrases (ibid: 166).
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What is the phrase for the moon? And the phrase for love? By what name are

we to call death? I do not know. I need a little language such as lovers
use, words of one syllable such as children speak ... (Ibid: 166).
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| need a howl; a cry... | need no words. Nothing neat. Nothing that comes

down with all its feet on the floor.... I have done with phrases (Ibid: 166).
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How much better is silence; the coffee-cup, the table. How much better to sit
by myself like the solitary sea-bird that opens its wings on the stake. Let

me sit here forever with bare things, this coffee-cup, this knife, this fork,
things in themselves, myself being myself (Ibid: 166).
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| begin to doubt the fixity of tables, the reality of here and now, to tap my

knuckles smartly upon the edges of apparently solid objects and say, ’Are
you hard?’(Woolf, 2000: 162)
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Am | one and distinct? | do not know (Woolf, 2000: 163).
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